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His Grace the DUKE of 


MON T A G V. 

My Lord, 

Y Order of his Grace the 
Duke of Wharton, 
the prefent Right Wor- 
fhipful Grand-Master 
of the Free-MaRms; and, as his 

Deputy , 



D E D 1C A T I O N, j 

Deputy, 1 humbly dedicate this f 
Book of the ConJHtutions of our 
ancient Fraternity to your Grace , 
in Teftimony of your honourable, 
prudent, and vigilant Difcharge 
of the Office of our Grand- 
Master laft Year. 

I rteed not tell your Grace ! 
what Pains our learned Au t hor f 
has taken in compiling and diges- 
ting this Book from the old Re- 
cords, and how accurately he has 
compar’d and made every thing 
agreeable to Hiftory zndCbromfogy, 
fo as to render thefe New Con- 

ST ITUT IQN S 


\ ■ D;ED l.CJTIO K : 

stituTions a juft and exadb Ac- 
count of Mafonry from the Begin- 
ning of the World to your Grace s \ 
Mastership, ftill preferring all 
that was truly ancient and authcn- 
tick in the old ones : For every ; 
Brother will be pleas’d with the 
Performance, that knows it had 1 
your Grace’s Perufal and Appro- 
bation, and that it is now printed 
for the Ufe of the Lodges , after it 
was approv’d by the Grand- 
Lodge, when your G race was 
Grand-Master. All the Brother- 
hood will ever remember the Ho- 
nour your Grace has done them. 



DEDICATION. 

and your Care for their Peace, 
Harmony, and lading Friendfhip : 
Which none is more duly feniible 
of than, 

• • £OftD. • 

I- r-v.v ■ ■ Your Graces 

Mofi oblig'd \ and 
Mofl obedient Servant, 
And Faithful Brother , 

J.T. Desaguliers . 

Deputy Grand-Maifter, 

* • - * 


TH8 


CONStlTUTION, 

H$ftoty 7 Orders, 

Regulations , and Ufages, 


OF THE 


Right Woi'fliipful FRATERNITY of 

Accepted Free MASONS ; 


COLLECTED 

From their genera! RECORDS, and 
their faithful TRADITIONS of 
many Ages. 

TO BE REAS 

At the AdmiflGon of a New Brother, when the 
eSMafter or Warden fliall begin, or order feme 
other Brother to read as follows : 



DAM, our firft Parent, created after die 
Image of God, the great Architect of the 
Vniverfe , muft have had the Liberal 
Sciences, particularly Geometry, written on v<w ^ 
his Heart } for even fincc the Fall, we find * i 
die Principles of it in the Hearts of his Offspring, and ^£ 
— which, in procefi of time, have been drawn forth into 

A a con- 




a convenient Method of Proportions , by obferving the 
laws of Proportion taken from Michmfm : So that as 
the Mechanical Arts gave Occafion to the Learned to 
reduce the Elements of Geometry into Method, this 
noble Science thus reduc’d, is the Foundation of 
all thofe Arts, (particularly of Mafonry and Architec- 
ture) and the Rule by which they are condu&ed and 
perform’d. 

No doubt Adam taught his Sons Geometry , and the 
ufe of it, in the feveral Arts and Crafts convenient, 
at lead, for thofe early Times ; for C a i n, we find, 
built a City, which he call’d Cons e c r a t ed, or 
Dedicated, after the Name of his eldeft Soft 
Enoch ; and becoming the Prince of the one Half 
of Mankind, his Pofterity would imitate his royal 
Example in improving both the noble Science and the 
ufefui Art. * 

Nor can we fuppofc that Seth was lefs inftrutted, 
who being the Prince of the other Half ot Mankind, 
and alfo the prime Cultivator of ^fronomy, would 
take equal Care to teach Geometry and Mafonry to his 

Offspring, 


* As other Arts were alfo improv'd by them , viz. working in Metal 

by Tuba i. Cain* Mufic by Jub At, Paftorage and Tent-Making 
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Offspring, who had alfo the mighty Advantage of 
Mam's living among them, f ■ ;n 

But without regarding uncertain Accounts, we may 
fafel y conclude the, old World , that laded 1656 Years, 
could not be ignorant of Mafvnry, and that both the 
Families of Seth and Cain ere&ed many curious Works, 
until at length Noah, the ninth from Seth, was com* 
mandcd and directed of God to build the great Ark, 
which, tho’ of Wood, was certainly fabricated by 
Geometry , and according to the Rules of Mafortry. 

N o a h, and his three Sons, Japhet, Shem, and 
Ham, all. Mtfons true t, broiight with them over the 
Flood tire Traditions and Arts of the Ante-delwuians, 
and amply communicated them to their growing Offc 
(pring; for about 101 . Years after die Flood, we find a 
vail Number of ’em, if nor the whole Race of Noah, 
in the Vale of Sh 'trnr, employ’d in building a City and 
large Tower, in order to- make to thcmfelves a Name, 

A i and 


f For by fame Fefiifft of Antiquity we find one of 'em , godly Etro c u, 
(who dy*d noty but was tranflated alive to Heaven) prophecying of the 
final Conflagration at the bay of Judgment (as St. Jude tells us) 
and liftewife of the General Deluge far the Pttmjbment of the World 
Upon * which he eretted his two targe Pillars % (too' fome aferibe them 
to Seth) the one of Stone, and the other of Brick, whereon were Mu 
graven the Liberal Sciences, &e. And ' that the' Stone PWhx rewaiH'd' 
| in Syria until the Days of Vefpafian the Emperer , 
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and to prevent their Difperfion. And tho* they carry’d 
on the Work to a monftrous Height, and by their Va- 
nity provok’d God to confound their Devices, by con* 
founding their Speech, which occafion’d their Difper- 
fion i yet their Skill in Mafonry is not die lefs to be 
celebrated, having fpenc above Years in. that pro* 
* digious Work, and upon their Difperfion carry’d the 
mighty Knowledge with them into diftanc Parts, where 
they found the good ufe of it in. the Settlement of 
their Kingdoms, Commonwealths, and Dyna(Hes» And 
tho* afterwards it was loft in moft Parts of the Earth, 
it was efpecially preferv’d in Shirnr and Ajfyria, where 
N rM rod,* the Founder of that Monarchy, after the 
Difperfion, buik many fplcndid Cities, as Ereck, Accad, 
and Calneh, in S h i n a r j from whence afterwards he 
went forth into Assy r i a,, and built Ntnmh , Reho- 
both, Caleb , and Bhejin. 

In theft Parts, upon the Tygris and Euphrates, after- 
wards flouriflvd many learned Priefts and Mathema- 
ticians, 


* N i m a o d, which fignifm a Rebel,, was the Name gmn him by 
the holy Family , and by Mofes* but among his Friends in Chaldea, his 
proper Name was B n t us, which fignifies Lord i and afterwards 
was worjhipped as a God by many Nations, under the Name of Bel, 
or Baal, and became the Bacchus of the Ancients, or Bar Chus, the Son of 
.... — — ~ 



ticiam, known by the Names of Chaldees and 
Magi, who preferv’d the good Science, Geometry, 
as the Kings and great Men encourag’d the Royal 
Art. But it is not expedient to fpcak more plain of 
the Fremifc, except in a formed Lodge. 

From hence, therefore, the Science and Art were 
both tranfmitted to latter Ages and diftant Climes, not- 
withftanding the Confufion of Languages or Dialefls, 
which, tho’ it might help to give Kite to the Mafons 
Faculty and ancient univerfal Praftice of converfing 
without fpeaking, and of knowing each other ac a 
Diftance, yet hinder’d not the Improvement of eZAla- 
fonry in each Colony, and their Communication in theic 
diftintt National Diale<5t 

And, no doubt, the Royal Art was brought down 
to Egypt by Mitzraim, the fecond Son of Ham^ 
about fix Years after the Confufion at Babel, and after a.m. 
the Flood i do Years, when he led thither his Colony; atls! 
(tot Egypt is Mil ^raim in Hebrezo) becaufe we find A, " sC(fc 
the River Nile's overflowing its Banks, foon caus’d an 
Improvement in Geometry i, which confequently brought 
Mafonry much in requell: For the ancient noble Ci- 
ties, with the other magnificent Edifices of that Coun- 
try, and particularly the famous Pyramids, <fe. 
monftratc the early Tafte and Genius of that an* 
eient Kingdom. Nay, one of thofe Egyptian Pyra- 

~ MID s * 
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mi o s * is reckon’d the Firfi of the Seven Wonders 
of the World, the Account of which, by Hiftorians 
and Travellers, is almoft incredible, 

The Sacred Records inform us well that the eleven 
great Sons of C a n a a n (the youngeft Son of Ham) 
foon fortified themfelves in ftrong Holds, and (lately 
walled Cities, and eredled mod beautiful Temples and 
for jwdren the 

j foflma, invaded their Country, they found it lo regu- 
larly fenc’d, that without the immediate Intervention 
of God in behalf of his peculiar People, the Canaa- 
mtes were impregnable and ihvineible. Nor can wd 
foppofe lefs of the other Sons of Ham, viz,. Chufh, 
his eldeft, in South oArabia, and Thut, or ^Fhuts y (now 
called Fez,) in Weft o Africa v 
And (iircly the fair and gallant Pofterity of Japhet, 

(the eldeft Son of Noah) even fuch as travelled into 
the Ifles of the Gentiles* muft have been equally skill'd 
in Geometry and Mafonry ; tho’ we know little of their 
Tranfattions and mighty Works, until their original 

Know- 

* The Marble ter, brought a va{l way from the Quarries of Arabia, 
were tnoft of 'em 30 Toot long ; and iu Foundation cover'd the Ground 
of 700 Foot on each Side , or 2 800 Foot in Compafr, and 481 in perpen- 
dicular Height. And in perfecting it were employ'd every Day , for 20 
whole Yearly 360*000 Men, by [ome ancient Egyptian King, long before 
the IG&elites were a People, for the Honour of his Empire, and at laft 
to become his Tomb* 



Knowledge was; .joft . 
and by not maintaining a due COrrefpondence with the 
polite and learned Nations j for when that Correfpon- 
dence was open’d in After-Ages, we find they began 
to be mod curious Arcbitefts. 

The Pofterity of S h e m had alfo equal Opportuni- 
ties of cultivating the ufefol odrt, even thole of ’em 
that planted their Colonies in tlie South and Eaft of 
much more thole of ’em,, that in the great 
oAjfyrian Empire, liv’d in a feparate State, or were 
blended with other Families : Nay, that holy Branch of 
S n e m (of whom, as concerning the Fleih, Christ 
came) could not be unskilful in the learned Arts of 
adffyria ; for Abes m, after the Confufton at Babel 
about z 08 Years, was called out of Vr of the Chaldees, 
where he learned Geometry, and the <eArts that are per- 
form’d by it, which he would carefully tranfinit to 
Ijhmael , to Ifaac, and to his Sons, by Keturah j and by 
jfaac, to Efatt, and Jacob, and the twelve Patriarchs : 

Nay, the Jews believe that Abram alfo inftrufted 
the Egyptians in the nAJfyrian Learning. 

Indeed, the feleft Family long ufed Military oArchi- 
tetfure only, as they were Sojourners among Strangers; 
but before the 430 Years of theit ‘Peregrination were 
expired, even about 8d Years before their Exodus, the a.m. 
Kiugs of Egypt forc’d mod of them to laydown their 
Shepherds Infiruments, and Warlike Accoutrements,*"''’*'’' 

and. 
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and train'd them to another fort of Architecture in 
Stone and Brick as holy Writ, and other Hiftories, 
acquaint us; which God did wifely over-rule, in order 
to make them good Mafons before they poffefs'd the 
promis'd land, then famous fox molt curious Ma* 
jonrj' 

And while marching to Canaan, thro* o Arabia , un- 
der Mofes, God was pleafed to infpire Beealee l, 
of the Tribe of Judah, and Ahcliab, of the Tribe 
of Dan, with Wifdom of Heart for erecting that moft 
glorious Tent, or Tabernacle, wherein rhe Shechinah 
refided ; which, tho’ not of Stone or Brick, was framed 
by Geometry , a moft beautiful Piece of Architec- 
ture, (and prov’d afterwards the Model of Solomons 
Temple) according to the Pattern that God had fhewn 
to M o s e s in the Mount ; who therefore became the 
General M a s t e r-M a s o n, as well as King of 
Jeffurm, being well skill'd in all the Egyptian Lear- 
ning, and divinely infpir cl with more foblimc. Know- 
ledge in Mafonry. 

So that the Israelites, at their leaving Egypt, were a 
whole Kingdom of ^Majons, well inftru&ed, under the 
Conduct of their Grand Master Moses, who 
often marfhalPd th-m into a regular and general Lodge, 
while in the Wildernefs, and gave them wife Charges, 
Orders, had they been well obferv’d ! But no 
more of the Premifc^ muft be mention'd. ~ 

And 
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And after they were poflefs’d of Canaan, the Ifrae* a.m. 
Ikes came not fhort of theold Inhabitants in oPMafowy, 
but rather vaftly improv’d it, by the fpecial Direction nt ° 
of Heavenj they fortify’d better, and improv’d their 
City-Houfes and the Palaces of their Chiefs, and only 
fell fhort in [acred Architecture while the Tabernacle 
flood, but no longer; for the fined facred Building of 
the Canaankesyr^ Dagon in Gaz>a of 

the i Thilifimes , very magnificent, and capacious enough 
to receive 5000 People under its Roof, chat was artful- 
ly fupported by two main Columns ; * and was a won- 
derful Difcovery of their mighty Skill in true Mafonry, 
as rauft be own'd. 

But Dagon s Temple, and the fineft Strudures or 
Tyre and Sidon, could not be compared with the Eter- 
nal God’s Temple at Jerufalem, begun and finifh’d, to 
the Amazement of all the World, in the fhort fpace of 
[even Tears and fix Months , by that wifeft Man and 
moft glorious King of Jfrael, the Prince of Peace and 
Architecture , Solomon (the Son of David, who 


B was 



* By which the glorious Sampson pulFd it down upon the Lords of a. m. 
the Philiftifies, and was alfo intanglcd in the fame Death which he drew *** V 
upon his Enemies for putting out his Eyes, after he had reveal'd his Secrets am cb. 
to his Wife y that betray'd him into their Hands; for which Weaknefs he 
never had the Honour to be number'd among Mafom : But it is not con- ~ — - 

•venient to write more of this. 



was xefiifed that Honour for being a Man of Blood) 
by divine Direction, without the Noife of Work-mens 
Tools, though there were employ’d about it no lefs 
than 3,600 Trinces, * or Mafter-MafonS) to conduft the 
Work according to Solomon's Dire&ions, with 80,000 
Hewers of Stone in the Mountain, or Fellow Crafts- 
men , and 70,000 Labourers , in all 
befides the Levy under Adoniram to 
work in the Mountains of Lebanon by 

turns with the Sidonians> viz*. — 

being in all 183,600 

for which great Number of ingenious Mafons, Solo- 
mon was much oblig’d to H 1 ram, or Buram> King 
of Tyre, whofent his Mafons and Carpenters to Jeru~ 

% jdlem, 

* h \ Kings v. 16. theyare call'd 0>Tin Harodim, Rulers or Provofls 
oftfiing King Solomon, who were fet over the Work, and their Number 
there is only 3,300. But % Chron. in 18. they are called ca»HWO Me- 
natzchim, Overfeers and Converters of the People in Working and in 
Number 3,600 $ hecaufe either *3*00 might be more cut ious Artifis, and the 
Overfeers of the faid 3,30b, or rather^ not fo excellent , and only Deputy- 
Mailers, tofupply their Places in cafe of Death or Abfince , that fo there 
wight be always 3,300 a£ing Mailers compleat > or elfe. they might be the 
Overfeers oj the 70,000 Vao llh Sabbal, Men of Burden or 
Laborers, who were not Mafons , but ferved the 80,000 a»n tom 
l(h Chotzeb, Men of Hewing , called alfo ea^aJ Ghibiim, Stone-Cut- 
ter^ and Sculptums i and af/o Bonai, ua Builders in Stow* pm of 
which belong'd re Solomon, and part to Hiram, King of Tyre, 1 Kings 
•v. ■ ■ -- 
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falew, and the Firs and Cedars of Lebanon to feppa, 
the next Sea-port. 

But above all, he fcnt his Nataeftke H i r a m, or 
Huram* the moft accomplifli’d Mafon upon Earth.* 

B t And 


* We read (2Chron.ii.13.) King of Tyre, (called there 

Huram) in his Letter to King Solomon, fayt , I have font a cunning 
Man, ’3N erring le Huram Abhi, not to beiranflated according to 
the vulgar Greek and Latin, Huram my Father, as if this Architett was 
King H 1 R A mV Father ; for his Defcriptton ver, 14. refutes it, and the 
Original plainly imports, Huram of my FatherV, viz. the Chief Maftcr- 
Mafon of my Father , King AbibalOsj (who enlarg'd and beantify'd 
the City of Tyre, as ancient Hi fortes inform us , whereby the Tyrians at 
this time were rnoft expert m Mafbnry) tho' fome thtnk Hiram the 
King might call Hiram the Architett Father, as learned and skillful Men 
were wont to be call'd of old Times , or Jofeph was call'd the Father 
of Pharaoh ; and as the fame Hiram is caltd SoipmonV Father, 
(2 Chron. iv. 16.) where *tis faid 

naW vat* ervin rni’p 

Shelomoh Janmielech Abhif Churam ghnafth, 

Did Huram , his Father, make to King Solomon, 

But the Difficulty is over at once , by allowing the Word Abif to be the 
Surname of Hiram the Mafon , called alfo (Chap. ii. 13.) Hiram Abi, as 
here* Hiram Abif ifor being fo amply defaib'd , (Chap. ii. 14.) we may eafi • 
ly fuppofe his Surname would not be conceal'd : And this Reading makes 
the Senfe plain and compleat, viz. that Hiram, King of 7 }re , fent 
to King Solomon his Nameftke Hiram Abif, the Prince of 
Archice&s, defnib'd (1 Kings vii. 14.) to be a Widow’s Son of the 
Tribe of Naphthali * and in (a Chron. ii. 14.) the faid King of Tyre 
calls him the Son of a Woman of the Daughters of bait \ and in both 
Places , that his Father was a Man of Tyre t which Difficulty is mim'd* 

to 
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And the prodigious Expence of it alfo enhaunccth 
its Excellency; for beftdes King *DaviA\ vail Prepara- 
tions, his richer Son Solomon, and all the weal- 
thy Jfraelites, and the Nobles of all the neighbouring 
Kingdoms, largely contributed towards it in Gold, 
Silver, and rich Jewels, that amounted to a Sum al- 
mod incredible. 

Nor do we read of any thing in Canaan fo large, 
the Wall that inclos’d it being 7700 Foot in Compafs ; 

far 

by lb Mother was either of the Tribe of Dan, or of the 

Daughter! of the City called Dan in the Tribe of Naphthali, and his de- 
ceafed Father had been a Naphthalite, whence his Mother was call'd a 
Widow of Naphthali; for his Father is not call'd a Tyrian by Defcent y 
but a Man of Tyre by Habitation ; as Obed Edom the Levite is call'd a 
Gittite by 1 living among the Gittites, and the Apojile Paul a Man of 
Tarfus. But fuppofing a M iftake in Tranfcribers , and that his Father- was 
really a Tyrian by Blood , and bis Mother only of the Tribe either of. Dan 
or of Naphthali, that can be no Bar againjl allowing of his ydfl Capacity $ 
for as his Bather was a Worker in Bra (s y jo he himfelf was fill’d with Wis- 
dom and Undemanding, and Cunning to work all Works in Brafs:/W 
as King Solomon fern for him y foKing Hiram, in his Letter to So- 
lomon, fays , And now I have fent a cunning Man, endued with Un- 
demanding, skilful to work in Gold, Silver, Brafs, Iron, Stone r 
Timber, Purple, Blue, fine Linnen and Crimfon 5 alfo to grave any 
manner of Graving, and to find out every Device which fhall be put 
to him, with thy cunning Men, and with the cunning Men of my 
Lord David thy Father. This divinely infpired Workman maintain'd 
this Character in trelling the Tempk y and in working the Utenfilr thereof 
far beyond the Performances of Aholiab and Bezalee), being alfo un im - 
fally capable of all forts ofMafimy* " 
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for lcfs any holy Structure fie to he nam’d with it, for 
exactly proportion’d and beautiful Dimenfions, from 
the magnificent Porch on the Eafi, to the glorious and 
reverend Santtum Santlorum on the Weft, with mod 
lovely and convenient Apartments for the Kings and 
Primes , Priefts and Ltvites , Jfraelites , and Gentiles 
alfo; it being anHoufe of Prayer for all Nations, and 
capable of reviving. Jn: the M all : . • 
its Courts and Apartments together, no lcfs than 
300,000 People, by a modeft Calculation, allowing a 
fquare Cubit to each Perfon. 

And if we confidcr the 1453 Columns of Parian 
Marble, with twice as many Pillafters , both having 
glorious Capitals of feveral Orders, and about 224 6 
Windows, befidcs thofe in the Pavement, with the un- 
fpeakable and coftly ‘Decorations of it within; {and 
much more might be faid) we mud conclude its 
Profpedt to tranfeend our Imagination; and that it 
was judly eftcem’d by far the fined Piece of Mafonry 
upon Earth before or fince, and the chief Wonder of _ 
the World ; and was dedicated, or eonfecrated, in the A . M . 
mod folemn manner, by King Soto M O N* , 004. 

But leaving what mud not, and indeed cannot, be AnteCh * 
communicated by Writing, we may warrantably affirm, 
that however ambitious the Heathen were in cultivating 
of the Royal Art, it was never perfc&ed, until God 
condefcended to infrm&hkpewliar People in tcmpg 
the above-mention’d daedy Tent% and in building 

at 
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at length this -govgeous Houfc, fit for the fpecial Re- 
fulgence of his Glory, where he dwelt between the 
Cbtrubim on the Mercy-Seat, and from thence gave 
them frequent oraculous Rcfponfcs. 

This moil fumptuous, fplendid, beautiful, and glo-| 
rious Edifice, attracted ibon the inquifitive Ardfts of 
all Nations to fpend ibme time at Jerusalem, and fur- 
vey its peculiar Excellencies, as much as was allow’d 
to the Gentiles ; whereby they ibon difeover’d, that all 
the World, with their joint 'Skill, came far ihort of the 
Jfraelites, in the Wifdom and Dexterity of Architec- 
ture, when the wife King Solomon was Grand 
Master of the Lodge at ferufalem, and the learned 
King Hiram was Grand Master of the ' 
Lodge at Tyre, and the infpired Hiram A b i f was 
Mtftcr of Work, and Mafonry was under tire imme- 
diate Care and Direction of Heaven, when the Noble 
and the Wife thought it their Honour to be aififting to 
the ingenious Mafiers and Craftfmen, and when the 
Temple of the True God became the Wonder of 
all Travellers, by which, as by the moll peifedt Pattern, 
they concerted the Architecture of their own Country 
upon their Return. 

So that after the Erection of Solomons Temple, Ma- 
fonry was improv’d in all the neighbouring Nations ; 
for the many Arcifts employ’d about it, under Hiram 
Abif, after it was fiuiih’d, difpers’d themfclves into 
Syria, Mefopoimid,Ajyrid, Chaldea, Bahylpnia, jfefe. 

diaf 


dta, *PerJia, Arabia Africa Lejfer Afia, Greece, and 
other Parts of Europe, where they taught this liberal 
Arc to the free born Sons of eminent Perfons, by whofe 
Dexterity the Kings,. Princes, and Potentates, built 
many glorious Piles, and became the Grand Mas- 
ters, each in his own Territory, and were emulous 
of excelling in this Royal Art \ nay, even in India, 
where the Correfpondence was open, we may conclude 
the feme: But none of the Nations, nor all togethei, 
could rival the Israelites, far Ids excel them, in Ma- 
fonry-, and their Temple remain’d the conftant Pattern * 

Nay, 


* For tho 1 the Temple of Diana at Ephefus is fuppos'd to have been 
firfi built by fome of JaphetV Poflerity, that made a Settlement in Jon fa 
about the Turn of Moies j yet it was often demoliJEd, and then rebuilt 
for the fake of Improvements in Mafonry ; and we cannot compute the 
Period of its lafi glorious Erection (that became another of the Seven 
Wonders of the World) to-be prior to that of Solomon's Temple * but 
that long afterwards the Kings of Leffer Afia join'd, for a 20 Tears, in 
finijhing it , with toy Columns of the finejl Marble, and many of 'em 
with rooft exquifite Sculpture (each at the Expence of a King, by the 
Mafler-MafonsDREsiPHoN and Archiphron) to fupport the 
planked deling and Roof of pure Cedar, as the Doors and Linings were 
of Cyprefs : Whereby it became the Miflrefr of Leflfer Afia, in Length 
415 Foot, and in Breadth a 20 Foot: Nay , fo admirable a Fabric k, 
that Xerxes left it funding when he burnt all the other Temple . in 
his Way to Greece j thd at lafl it was fet on Fire and burnt down by AtMt 
a vile Fellow, only for the Luft of being talk'd of, on the very Day 
that Alexander the- Qtezt was bom. ' Aniciu 
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Nay, the Grand Monarch Nebuchadne- 
zar could never, with all his unfpeakable Advan- 
tages, carry up his Mafonry to the beautiful Strength 
and Magnificence of the Temple Work, which he had, 
a, m. in warlike Rage, burnt down, after it had remain’d in 
3 U£ Splendor 41 6 Years from its Confeeration. For after 
AnlcC * his Wars were over, and general Peace proclaim’d, he 
fit his Heart on Architecture, and became the Grand 
Maste r-M a s on.; and having before led captive 
the ingenious Artifts of Judea, and other conquer’d 
Countries, he rais’d indeed the largeft Work upon 
Earth, even die Walls * and City , the Palaces and 

Hanging 


* In Thicknefs 87 Foot, in Height 350 Foot, and in Compafi 480 
Furlongs , or 60 Britifh Miles in an e: caff Square of 1 j Miles a Side, buHt 
of large Bricks , cemented with the hard Bitumen of that old Vale of 
Shinar, with 100 Gates of Brafs, or as &fide, and 250 Towers ten 
Foot higher than the Walls. 

From the faid 25 Gates in each Side went 25 Streets in fir ait Lines, 
or in all .50 Streets, each 1 s Miles long , with' four half Streets next the 
Walts, each 200 Foot broad, as the entire Streets were 150 Foot broad: 
And fo the whole City was thus cut out into 676 Squares, each being 
2 Miles and i in Compafsi round which were ' the Houfes built three or 
four Stories high, well adorn'd, and accommodated with Yards, Gardens, 
&c. A Branch of the Euphrates run thro' the Middle of it, front Ncrth 
to South, oner .which, in the Heart of the City, was built a ftately Bridge, 
in Length a Furlong , and thirty Foot in Breadth, by wonderful Art, for 
[applying the Want of a Foundation in the River. At the two Ends of 
this Bridge were two magnificent Palaces, the Old Palace, the Seat of 

ancient 
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Hanging-Gardens, the Bridge and Temple of Babylon* 
die Third of the Seven Wonders of the World* 
tho’ vaftly inferior, in the fublime Perfection of Ma - 
fonry, to the holy, charming, lovely Temple of God. 
But as the Jewifh Captives were of fpecial ufc to 
Nebuchadnezzar in his glorious Buildings, fo 


ancient Kings, at the Eaft End, upon the Ground of four Squares ; and 
the New Palace at the W eft End, built Nebuchadnezzar, upon the 
Ground of nine Squares,: with Hanging-Gardens (Jo much celebrated by 
the Greeks) where the loftieft Trees could grow as in the Fields erefted 
in a Square of 400 Foot on each Side, earned up by Terraces, and fuf- 
taind by vaft Arches built upon Arches, until the higheft Terrace equatd 
the Height of the City-Walls, with a curious Aqueduft to water the 
whole Gardens, Old Babel improv'd, flood on the Eafl Side of the 
River, and the New Town on the Weft Side , much larger than the Old* 
and built in order to make this Capital exceed old Niniveh, tho\ it never 
had fo many Inhabitants by one Half. The River was begirt with Banks 
of Brick, as thick as the City Walls, in Length twenty Miles , viz. fifteen 
Miles within the City , and two Miles and. a half above and below it, to 
keep the Water within its Channel; and each Street that croft'd the River 
had a brafen Gate leading down to the Water on both Banks * and Weft 
of the City was a prodigious Lake, in Compafs 160 Miles, with a Canal 
from the River into it, to prevent inundations in the Summer . 

In the Old Town, was the Old Tower of Babel, at the Founds 
tion a Square of half a Mile in Compafs, confifting of eight fquare Towers 
built over each other , with Stairs on the outjide round it , going up to the 
Obfemtory on the Topi & 00 Foot highfeohieb is 19 Foot higherthan the 
higheft Pyramid) whmbftheybecdme the firft A ftronomeru And in the 

G Rooms 



being thus kept at work, they retain'd their great Skill 
in Mafonry, and continu’d very capable of rebuilding 
the holy Temple * and City of S a le m upon its old 
Foundations, which was order’d by the Edi €t or ^Decree 
of the G r a n d C y R u s, according to God’s Word, 
that had foretold his Exaltation and this Decree : And 

Gnus 


Rooms of the Grand Tower, with arched Roofs, fupported by Pillars 75 
Foot high , the idolatrous Worfhip of their God Bel vs was perform'd , 
till mow , that this mighty Mafia and Monarch erected round this ancient 
Pile a Temple of two Furlongs on every Side , or a Mile in compafs t 
where he lodg'd the facred Trophies of Solomon's Temple, and the 
golden Image $0 Foot high , that he had conficrated in the Plains of 
Dura, as were formerly in the Tower lodg'd many other golden linages, 
and many precious things , that were afterwards all feiz'd by Xerkbs, 
and amounted to above 2 1 Millions Sterling * 

And when alt was ftntjh'd , King Nebuchadnezzar walking 
in State in his Hanging-Gardens, and front thence taking a Review of 
the whole City , proudly boaftcd of this his mighty Work $ faying , Is not 
this Great Babylon , that 1 have built for the Houle of the Kingdom, 
by the Might of my Power, and for the Honour of my Majefty 
but had his Pride immediately rebuk'd by a Voice from Heaven, and 
punijh'd by brutal Madnefs for [even Tears, until he gave Glory 
to the God of Heaven, the Omnipotent Architect of the Univexfe, 
which he pnblijb'd by a Decree thro* all his Empire, and dyd next 
Tear, before his Great Babylon was little more than half inha? 
btted ( tho ' he had led many Nations captive for that purpofi ) $ nor was 
it ever fully peopled t for in ay Tears after his Death, Xm Grand 
Cyr u S mwm'd itymd mcv'd ths Throne to Slmflian in Pens * a. 
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Cyrus having conftituted Zerubbabel, the 
Son of Salathiel (of the Seed of David, by Nathan, 
the Brother of Solomon, whole Royal Family was. now 
excind) the Head, or Trince of the Captivity, and the 
Leader of the Jews and Jfraelites returning to Jera- 
falem, they began to lay the Foundation or the 
Second Temple, and would have foon finilh'd 
it, if Cyrus had liv’d; but at length they put on 
the Cape-Stone, in the dth Year of Darius, the am. 
Per fan Monarch, when it was dedicated with Joy, and ‘Ht 
many great Sacrifices, by Ze r u b b a b e l the Prince 
and General Mafier-Mafon of the Jews, about 20 
Years after the Decree of the Grand Cym. And tho’ 
this Temple of Zerubbabel came far Ihorc of So- 
lomon s Temple, was not fo richly adorn’d with Gold 
and Diamonds, and all manner of precious Stones, 
nor bad the Shechinah and the holy Relicks of aZMofe's 
in it, £ 5 * c. yet being rais’d exactly upon Solomon's 
Foundation, and according to his Model, it was ftill 
the mod regular, iymmctrical, and glorious Edifice in 
the whole World, as the Enemies of the Jews have 
often teftify’d and acknowledg’d. 

At length the Royal Art was carry’d into 
Greece, whole Inhabitants have leu us no Evidence of 
fuch Improvements in Mafonry, prior to Solomon's 

— — XUt— . Temple ; * 


Temple i * for their moft ancient Buildings, as the Cit- 
tadcl of Athens, with the Tarthcmon, or Temple of 
Minerva, the Temples alfo of Thefetts , of Jupiter 
Olympm , CSV. their Porticos alfo, and Forums , their 
Theatres and Gymmfiums , their public Halls, curious 
Bridges \ regular Fortifications \ flout Ships of War, and 
ftatcly Palaces, were all ere&ed after the Temple of 
Solomon , and moft of them even after die Temple of 
ZerptbbabeL 


Nor do we find theG r ec i A n s arriv’d to any con- 
fiderable Knowledge in Geometry, before the Great 
Thales Milefitss, the Philofophcr, who dy’d in the Reign 
A. M. of Belljha&z>ar, and the Time of the JewiJh Capti- 
3 547* vicy. But his Scholar, the Greater Pythagoras, 
Aow prov’d the Author of the 47th Propofition of EuctiePs 

firft 


• The Grecians having hen long degenerated into Barbarity , forget* 
ting their original Skill in Mafonty , ( which their Fore- fathers brought 
from Aflyria) by their frequent Mixtures zvitb other barbarous Nations, 
their mutual Invafiont, and wafting bloody Wars * until by travelling and 
cmefponding with the A/iaticks and Egyptians, they reviv'd their Know* 
ledge in Geometry Mafonry both, though few of the Grecians had 
the Honour to own ih 
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firft Book, which, if duly obferv’d, is the Foundation 
of all Mafonry, facred, civil, and military, * 

The People of Lejfer jffia about this Time gave 
large Encouragement to Mafons for ere&ing all forts 
of fumptuous Buildings, one of which mu ft not be 
forgot, being ufually reckon’d the Fourth of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, viz,, the cpUanfoleum, or 
Tomb of c 

iand Johia, at HalkarnajfM, on the Side of Mount 
Taurus in that Kingdom, at the Command of A r- 
temisia his mournful Widow, as the fplerfdid 
Teftimony of her Love to him, built of the mod 
curious Marble, in Circuit 41 x Foot, in Height 15 
Cubits, furrounded with id Columns of the moft fa- 
mous Sculpture, and the whole open on all Sides, a. m. 
with Arches 75 Foot wide, perform’d by the four prim r fj£: 
cipal Mafier -Mafons and Engravers of thofc Times, AuteClu 

viz,. 


•Pythagoras travelfd into E°ypt the Year that Thales dyd, 
and living there among the Priefls 22 Years , became expert in Geo- 
metry, and in all the Egyptian Learning, until he was captivated 
by Cambyfes King of Perfla, and fent to Babylon, where he was 
much mverfant with the Chaldean Magi, and the learned Baby* 3479. 
lonifti Jews, from white he borrow'd great Knowledge , that ten- A nceci». 
derd him very famous in Greece and Italy , where a fter wards he ” 
fiourifh'd and dy'd; when Mordecai was the prime Minifler of State a. m. 
to Anajhuerus King of Pcrfia, and ten Years after Iervbbaj&el’s***!* 
-Tm/k-W W?d. ■ 



vi&> the Eaft Side by Scopas, the Weft by Leocbarts 
the North by Brta#, and the South by Tmothtm. 

But after P y thac ora s, Geometry became the 
darling Study of Greece , where many learned Philo- 
fophers arofe, fomc of whom invented fundry Pro- 
poficions, or Elements of Geometry* and reduc'd them 
to the ufe of the mechanical Aits. * Nor need we doubt 
that Mafonry kept pace with Geometry j or rather, 
a,m. always follow'd it in proportion'd gradual Improve- 
mi ments, until the wonderful Euclid of Tyre flou- 
Amecii. ri{h »j at Q^n exan j y f a . w h 0 gathering up the feat- 

ter'd Elements of Geometry , digefted them into a Me- 
thod that was never yet mended, (and for which his 
Name will be ever celebrated) under the Patronage of 
Ptolomius, the Son of Lagus King of Egypt* 

! one of the immediate Succeflbrs of Alexander the 

I Great . 


And 



* Or borrow'd from other Nations their petended Indentions* as 
Anaxagoras, Oe nop ides, Brifo, Antipho, Democritus, Hippocrates, 
and iTiieodorus Cyrenams, the Mafter of the divine Plato, who 
amplify d Geometry, and publifitd the Art Analytic; from whofe 
Academy came forth a vaft Number* that foon difpers'd their Know- 
ledge to dipant Parts , as Leodamus, Thcaetetus, Archytas, Leon, 
Eudoxus, Memichmus, and Xenocrates, the Maper of Ariftotle, 
from whofe Academy alfo came forth Eudemus, Theopliraftus, Ariflatus, 
Hidprus, Hypfickv andtimyothwh — : — — — ~ 



And as the noble Science came to be more metho- 
dically taught, the Royal Art was the more generally 
efteem’d and improv’d among the Grecians , who at 
length arriv’d to the fame Skill and Magnificence in it 
with their Teachers the Afiatics and Egyptians . 

The next King of Egypt, Ptolomeus Ph i la- 
de lph us, that great Improver of the liberal Arts, 
and of all ufeful Knowledge, who gather’d the greateft 
Library upon Earthy and had ■ 
lead the Pentateuch) firft tranflated into Greek, be- 
came an excellent Archite&y and General Mas- a . m . 
tbr-Mason, having, among his other great Buil- 
dings, ere&ed the famous T o w £ r of P h a r o s, * the AoU ch 
Fifth of the Seven Wonders of the World 



* On an Ifland near Alexandria, at one of the Mouth of the Nile, 
of wonderful Height and tnoft cunning Workmanjhip , and all of the 
fineft Marble ; and it cojl 800 Talent /, or about 480,000 Crowns, 
The M offer of Work, under the King , was Siftratus , a rnofl inge- 
nious Mafon} and it was afterwards much admit* d by Julius Cxfur, 
who was a good Judge of rnofl Things , though chiefly cornier fant in 
War and Politicks \ It was intended as a Light-Houfe for the Har- 
bour of Alexandria , from which the Light-Houfes in the Mediterra- 
nean were often calCd Pharos. Though fome, in/lead of tbit , mention , 
as the Fifth Wonder, the great Obslisk of Semiramis, 150 Foot 
high, and 24 Foot fiyuare at Bottom a or go Foot in Circuit at the 
Ground, all one intire Stone, rifmg pyramidically, brought front Arme- 
nia to Babylon about the Time of the Siege of Troy, if we may be- 
lieve the Hiftory of S t mi r ami s. 1 — — 
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We may readily believe, ilm the jifrican Nations, 
even to the afilantick Shove, did foon imitate Egypt 
i'n fiich Improvements, though Hiftory fails, and there 
are no Travellers encourag’d to difeover the valuable 
Remains in Mafbnry of thofc once renowned Nations. 

Nor ihould we forget the learned Ijland of S 1 c 1 1 r, 
where the prodigious Geometrician Archimedes 
did flourifh, -* and was unhappily (lain when Syractsfe 
was taken by cJ Marcellus, the Roman General: For 
from Sicily, as well as from Greece, Egypt, and Jfta, the 
ancient Romans learnt both the Science and the 
Art, what they knew before being either mean or irre- 
gular; but as they (iibdu'd the Nations, they riiade mighty 
Difcoverics in both; and, like wife Men, led captive, 
not the Body of the People, but the Arts and Sciences, 
with the moft eminent Profeflors and Praditioners, 
to Rome -, which thus became the Center of Learning, 
as well as of imperial Power, until they advanc'd to 
their Zenith of Glory, under Augustus Cjes ar, 
(in whofe Reign was born GocP s Messiah, the 

great 


*Wbile Eratosthenes and Coho n flmnjb'd in Greece, 
who were Succeeded; by the excellent Apollonius of Perga, and 
man} note before the Birth of Chrift, who, though not working Ma. 
font, yet weremdSutveiorn or. q jeajl, cultivated Geometry, which 
tithe folid Bafts of true Mafomy and its Rule. 
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great Architect of the Church) who having laid the 
World quiet, by proclaiming univerfal Peace, highly 
encourag'd thoie dexterous Artifts that had been bred 
in the Roman Liberty, and their learned Scholars and 
Pupils; but particularly the great Vitruvius, the 
Father of all true Architects to this Day. 

Therefore it is rationally believ’d, that the glorious 
Augustus became the Grand-Mafter of the 
Lodge at Rome y having, befides his patronizing 
Vitruviwy much promoted the Welfare of the Fellow - 
Crafifmen , as appears by the many magnificent Buil- 
dings of his Reign, the Remains of which are the Pat- 
tern and Standard of true Mafonry in all future Times, 
as they are- indeed an Epitome of the Afiatic y Egyptian^ 
Grecian , and Sicilian Architecture, which we often ex- 
prefs by the Name of the Augustan Stile, 
and which we are now only endeavouring to imitate, 
and have not yet arriv’d to its Perfection. 

The old Records of Mafcns afford large Hints of 
their Lodges , from the Beginning of the World, in the 
polite Nations, efpecially in Times of Peace, and when 
the Civil Powers, abhorring Tyranny and Slavery, gave 
due Scope to the bright and free Genius of their hap- 
py Subjects; for then always Mafons, above all other 
Artifts, were the Favourites of the Eminent, and be- 
came in any 

D fort 
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(ore of Materials, not only in Stone, Brick, Timber, 
Plaifter ; but even in Cloth or Skins, or whatever was 
us’d for Tents, and for the various forts of Archi- 
tefture. 

Nor ihould it be forgot, that 'Painters alfo, and 
Statuaries, * were always reckon’d good Mafons, as 
much as Builders , Stone-cutters, Bricklayers, Carpen- 
ters, Joiners, Upholders or Tent-Makers, and a vaft 
many other Crafcihien that could be . nam'd, who per- 
form according to Geometry, and the Rules of Building ; 

V; though. 

• For it was not without good Reafon, the Ancients thought that 
the Rules of the beautiful Proportions in Building were copied, or taken 
from the Proportions of the Body natural : Hence Phidias is reckon'd 
in the Number of ancient Mafons, for cutting the Statue of the Goddefs 
Nemefis at Rhamnus, 10 Cubits high . ; and that of Minerva at Athens, 
26 Cubits high j and that 0/ Jupiter Olym pi us, fitting in his 
Temple in Achates between the Cities of Eiis and Pifa, made of innume- 
rable j mall Pieces of Porphyry, fo exceeding grand and proportion'd, that 
it was reckon'd one of the Seven Wonders, as the famous Colossus 
at Rhodes was another, and the greatefi Statue that ever was evetted, 
made of Metal, and* dedicated to the Sun, 70 Cubits high, like a 
great Tower at a dijlance , at the Entry of an Harbour , ftriding wide 
enough for the torgeft Ships under fail, built in 12 Years by Caresj a 
famous Mafon and Statuary of Sicyon, and Molar to the great JLy/ippo$ 
of the fame Fraternity „ This mighty Colossus, after, /landing 56 
Years, fell by an Earthquake, and lay inRuines, the Wonder of the 
World, till Anno Dorn. 600, when the Soldan of Egypt carry'd off 
its Relicks, which loaded poo Garnets* ~ 
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though none Once Hiram A b i f has been renowh'd 
for Cunning in all parts of Mafonry : And of this 
enough* 

But among the Heathen, while the noble Science 
Geometry * was duly cultivated, both before and after 
the Reign of a Augufipts> even till the Fifth Century of 
the Chriftian i, Mafonry was had in great Efteem 
and Veneration : And while the Romm Empire con- 
tinu’d in its Glory, the Royal Art was carefully propa- 
gated, even to the Xl)Ui e, and a Lodge 

ere&ed in almoft every RommGzxn^on\ whereby they 
gerteroufly communicated their Cunning to the northern 
and weftern Parts of Europe t which had grown bar- 
barous before the Roman Conquefi, though we know 
not certainly how long ; bccaufc feme think there are 
a few Remains of good Mafonry before that Teriod 
in fome Parts of Europe , raifed by the original Skill 
chat the firft Colonies brought with them, as the Celtic 
Edifices , ere&ed by the ancient Gauls, and by the ancient 


Britains 



* By Menelaus, Claudius, Ptolomeus, (who was alfo the Prince 
of Aflronomers) Plutarch, Eutocius (who recites the Inventions of 
Philo, Diodes, Nicomedes, Sphorus, and Heron the teamed Mecha- 
nick) Ktefibius alfo, the Imenter of Pumps (celebrated by Vitruvius, 
Proclus, Pliny, and Athenaeus) and Geminus, alfo equaled by fome to 
Euclid j fo Diophantus, NicOmachus, Serenus, Proc]us } Pappus, Tl)eon f 

&c, tiU Gmnelricidtof } dndthe illuftr'ms Cultivatm of the mechanical 

fifth D * 
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Britaws too, who were a Colony of rhe Qltes % long 
before the Romans invaded this Ifland. * 

But when the Goths and Vandals, that had 
never been conquer'd by the Romans, like a general 
Deluge, over-ran the Rq m a n Empire, with warlike 
Rage and grols Ignorance they utterly deftroy’d many 
of the fineft Edifices, and defac’d others, very few e* 
fcaping 1 as the Afiatic and African Nations fell un- 
der the fame Calamity by the Conquefts of the 
Mahometans, whofe grand Defign is only to con- 
vert the World by Fire and Sword, inftead of cultiva- 
ting the Arts and Sciences. 

Thus, upon the Declenfion of tlie Roman Empire , 
when the BritiJhGarrifom were drain'd, the Angles and 
other lower Saxons , invited by the ancient Britons 
to come over and help them againft the Scots and 

P 1 c t s, 


* The Natives within the Roman Colonies might be firft infiruffed 
in building of Citadels and Bridges, and other Fortifications necejfa - 
•j>i and afterwards , when their Settlement produc'd Peace,. and Liberty, 
and Plenty , the Aborigines^ foon imitate their learned and polite Con- 
queron in Mafonry , having then Leifure and a Difpofitmt to raife magni- 
ficent Structures. Nay , even the Ingenious of the neighbouring Nations 
not conquer d, learnt much from she Roman Garrifons in Times of Peace 
and open Ccrrefpondence , when they became emulous of the Roman 
Glory, and thankful thm their being conquer'd was the means of re- 
covering them fiom ancie nt Ignorance and Prejudieeh when they began to 
delightln the Royal Art. 
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Piers, at lcmgch fubdu’d the South Part of this 
Ijland, which they call’d England, or Land of the 
jingles', who being a-kin to the Goths, or rather a fore 
of Vandals , of the (a me warlike Difpoficion, and as 
ignorant Heathens, encourag’d nothing but War, till 
they became Chriftians; and then too late lamented 
the Ignorance of rheir Fathers in the great Loft of 
Roman Mafonry, but knew not how to repair it. 

Vet becoming a free People (as the old Saxon Lam 
teftify) and having a Difpoficion for Mafonry, they 
foon began * to imitate the zAfiatics, Grecians, and 
Romans, in ere&ing of Lodges and encouraging of 

Ma« 

# * No doubt feveral Saxo n and Scotifli Rings, with matfy of the No* 
bility, great Gentry , and eminent Clergy, became the Grand. Mafters of 
tbofe early Lodges, from a mighty Zeal then prevalent for building magni- 
ficent Chriflian. Temples i which would alfo prompt them to enquire after 
the Laws, Charges, Regulations, Cuflonis, anelUfa ge$, of the ancient 
Lodges, many of which might be prefms'd by Tradition, and all of 
them very likely in tbofe Parts of the Britifh Iflands that were not fubdu'd 
by the Saxons, from whence in time they might be brought, and yohicb 
the Saxons Were move fond of than careful to revive Geometry and 
Roman Mafonry j as many in all Ages have been more curiout and care* 
fid about the Laws, Eomis, and Ufages of tkm refpe&ive Societies , 
than about the Art s.and Sc ien ces thereof. 

But neither what was convey'd , nor the Manner how, can be 
communicated by writing} as no Man indeed, can underfund it without 
the Key of a JkUow Craft* — — : — 
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Mafons ; being taught, not only from the faithful Tradi* 
iims and valuable Remains of the Britons, but 
even by foreign Princes, in whole Dominions the 
Royal Art had been prefcrv* d much from Gothic Ruins , 
particularly by Charles Martell King of 
France , who, according to the old Records of Mafons, 
fent over levcral expert Crafts -men and learned Archi- 
tects into £^/^M at the Dcfirc of the Saxon ICtngs ± 
So that during the Heptarchy, the Gothic Architetiure 
was as much encourag'd here, as in other Chriftian 
Lands. 

And though the many Invafions of the D a nes 
occafion’d the Lofs of many Records, yet in Times of 
Truce or Peace they did not hinder much the good Work, 
though not perform’d according to the Auguflan Stile ; 
nay, the vail Expence laid out upon it, with the cu- 
rious Inventions of the Artifts to fupply the Roman 
Skill, doing the bed they could, demonftrate cheir 
Efteem and Love for the Royal Art , and have ren* 
der’d the Gothic Buildings venerable, tho’ 
not miitable by thofe that rclilh the ancient aArchi* 
tedttre. 

And after the Saxons and <Danes were conquer’d by 
the Normans, as foon as the Wars ended and 

peace was proclaim’d, the Gothic Mafonry was en- 

— — : — — ■ 1 “7~ ~~ v ~ eeurag I?, 
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courag’d, even in the Reign of the Conqueror, * and 
of his Son King W i l l i a m Rufus, who built Weft- 
minfter-Hail; the largeft one Room perhaps in the 
Earth. 

Nor did the Barons Wars, nor the many bloody 
Wars of the iubfequent Norman Kings , and their con- 
tending Branches, much hinder the mod fumptuous 
and lofty Buildings of thofc Times, rais’d by the great 
Clergy , (who enjoying large Revenues, could well 
bear the Expence) and even by the Crown too; 
for we read King Edward III. had an Officer call’d 
the King’s Free-Mafon , or General-Surveyor of his Buil- 
dings, whofe Name was H e n r t Y e v e l e, employ’d About 
by that King to build feveral Abbies, and St. Stephen's nt*™' 
C H a p p £ l at Weftmnfter, where the Houfe of Com- 
mons now fit in Parliament. 

But for the further Inftru&ion of Candidates and 
younger Brethren, a certain Record of Free-Mafbns, 
written* in the Reign of King Edward IV. of the 
Norman Lines gives the following Account, ws* 

That 


* William ^Conqueror built the Tower o/Londom, and many 
ftmg Cafttet in the Country , with federal religious Edifices , whofe 
Example was follow'd by the Nobility and Qergy, particularly by, Roger 
de Montgomery Earl of Arundel, the Archbijhop of York, the Bijhop 
j of Durham, and Gum p m* p h Bijh op of Rochefter, a mighty — 
• " jfrthiiefi* 
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Tto though the ancient Records of the Brotherhood 
in England zvere many of them deftroyd or loft in the 
Wars of the Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstan, 
( the Grandfon of Ktng Alfrede the Great * a mighty 
j4rchitefi) the fir ft anointed King of England, and 
who translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon longue, 
when he had brought the Land into Reft and 'Peace, 
built many great Works, and encourag'd many Mafons 
from France, who zvere appointed Overfecrs thereof and 
brought with them the Charges and Regulations of the 
Lodges preferv d fince the Roman Times , who alfo 
prevail'd zvith the King to improve the Constitution 
of the Englilh Lodges according to the foreign Model , 
and toincreafe the Wages of working Mafons. 

That the ] aid Kings youngeft Son , Prince Edwin, 
being taught Mafonry , and taking upon him the Charges 
of a M a s t E r-M a s o n, for the Love he had to the 
faid Craft, and the honourable Principles whereon it is 
grounded \ 'pur chafed a free Charter of King Athelftan 
hit Father , for the Mafons having a Corre&ion among 
themfehes, (as it was anciently exprefsd) or a Freedom 
and Power to regulate themfelves , to amend what 
might happen amifs y and to hold a yearly Commmi - 
cation and General Affembly* 

That -accordingly Ptinm E d w i n fummoned all the 
Mafons in the Realm to meet him m a Congregation 



mm 

at York, who cam and compofed a General Lodge, of 
which he was Grand Master j and having 
brought with them all the Writings and Records extant , 
fome in Greek, fome in Latin, fome in French, and 
other Languages, from the Contents thereof that Aflem- 
bly did frame the Constitution and Charges 
of an Englifli Lodge, made a Lavj to pteferve and ob- 
serve the fame in all time coming , and ordain'd good 
Pay for working Mafons, &c. 

That in prove fs of time , when Lodges were more fre- 
quent, the Right Wor flip ful the Matter and Fellows, 
vjtth Confent of the Loros of the Realm, ( for mofi 
great ofMcn were then cZMafons) ordain'd , that for the 
future , at the Making or Admiffion of a Brother , 
the Constitution ftould be read , and the 
Charges hereunto annex'd , by the Matter or Warden ; 
and that fuch as were to be admitted Mafter-Mafons, 
or ^Wafers of Work, fhould be examin'd zohether they 
be able of Cunning to ferve their refpettive Lords, as 
zuell the Lowe ft as the Higheft , to the Honour and 
Worftip of the aforefaid Art, and to the Profit of their 
Lords ; for they be their Lords that employ and pay them 
for their Service and Travel 

And befides many other things, the faid Record adds, 
That thofe Charges and Laws of Fr ee-M a sons 
have been feen and perufed by our late Sovereign King 

E cil. 
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cil, who have allow'd them, and f aid that they he right 
good and reasonable to beholden , at they have been drawn 
out and collated from the Records of ancient Times. * 

Nov/ though in the third Year of the faid King 
Henry VI. while an Infant of about four Years old, 
the Parliament made an Aft, that afiefted only the 
working Mafons, who had, contrary to the Statutes for 

: Labourers, 

* In .mother Manufcripr more ancient, we read : “ That when the 
“ Mafter ^ Wardens meet in a Lodge, if need be , the Sheriff 
“ of the County , or the Mayor of the Ctty i or Alderman of the Town , 
w /* which tie Congregation k held , Jhould be made FeWmr andSfh 
44 ciate to the Mafter, in help of him againjl Rebels, and for upbearing 
“ the Rights of the Realm. J r S 

"That enter’d Prentices at their waiting were charg'd not to be 
« Thieves, or Thieves-Maintainers j that they Jhould travel honeflly for 
“ their Ray, and love their Fellows as themfelves , and be true to the 
“ Kin g of England, and to the Realm, and to the Lodge. 

a * fab Congregations it Jhall be enquir'd, whether any 
« }** broke any of the Articles agreed to. And 

t] the Offender, being duly cited to appear, prove Rebel, and will 
* n i ? t „ at } en /* tie Lodge. Jhall determine againjl him that he 
Jh fMwear {or renounce) his Mafonry, and Jhall no more ufe 
this Craft i the which if he prefume for to do, the Sheriff of the 
Corny Jhall pnfon him, and take all bis Goods into the King's Hands, 
till his Grace be granted him and ijfued: For this Qaufe principally 
MKthtfe. Congregations been ordain'd, dal as well the lowejl as 
the hsgheft Jhould be well and tudyfavedin this Art forefaid through . 
w all the Kingdom of England. 

^Ainen/romoteitbe, 


labourers, confederated not to work but at their own 
Price and Wages j and becaufe fuch Agreements were 
Suppos'd to be made at the General Lodges , call'd m 
the Aft Chapters and Congregations of 
M a son $, it was then thought expedient to level the 
{aid Aft againft the faid Congregations : * Yet when the 
faid King Henry VI. arriv'd to Man’s Eftace, the Ma* 
fons laid before him and his Lords the above-men* 
cion’d Records and Charges , who, 'cis plain, review’d 
them, and folemnly approv’d of them as good and 
reafonable to be holden ; Nay, the faid King and his 

E z Lords 

* Tertio Henrici Sex ti, Cap. I. An. Dom. 1415. 

Title. M afom flail not confederate themfdves in Chapters and Congre- 
gation s. 

Whereas by yearly Congregations and Confederacies, made 
<s by she M afom in their General Affemblics, the good Courfe and 
<c Effect of the Statutes for Labourers be openly violated and broken, in 
« Subverfion of the Law , and to the great Damage of all the Commons % 
“ our faid Sovereign Lord the King , willing in this Cafe to provide a 
rt Remedy* by the Advice and Affent aforefaid, and at the [pedal Requefl 
« of the Commons, hath ordained and ejlablifled , that fuch Chapters 
«* and Congregations flail not be hereafter hold'ea ; and if any fuch be 
* e made, they that caufe fuch Chapters and Congregations to be ajfembled 
“ and holden, if they thereof be conviCt, flail be fudged for Felons, and 
“ that the other Mafons that come to fuch Chapters and Congregations 
ct be punifl'd by bnprifonment of their Bodies > and make Fine and 

“ Ranfome at the Kings Will. :_L — — 

Co.lnlt J.p-Pp. 
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Lords muft have been incorporated with the Free* 
MafortSi before they could make fuch Review of the Re* 
cords i and in this Reign, before King Henry's Troubles, 
Mafons were much encourag’d. Nor is there any Inftance 
of executing that A& in that, or in any other Reign 
fince, and the Mafons never riegleded their Lodges for 
it, nor ever thought it worth while to employ their 
noble and eminent Brethren to have it repeal’d ; becaufe 
the working Mafons, that are free of the Lodge, fcorn 
to be guilty pf fuch Combinations ; and the other free 
Mafons have no Concern in TrefpafTes againft the Sta- 
tutes for Labourers. * 

* That Aft was made in ignorant Timesy when true Learning was 
a Crime , and Geometry condemn'd for Conjuration j but it cannot dero- 
gate from the Honour of the ancient Fraternity, who to be fare would 
never encourage any fitch Confederacy of their working Brethren „ But 
by Tradition it is believ'dy that the Parliament- Men were then too much 
influenc'd by the illiterate Clergy, who were not accepted Mafons , net 
underflood Ar chit eft ure [as the Clergy of fume former Ages) and gene- 
rally thought unworthy of this Brotherhood ,* yet thinking they had an 
indefeafible Right to know all Secret /, by venue of auricular Confeffion, 
and the Mafons never confejfmg any thing thereof the faid Clergy were 
highly offended % and at fir ft fufpefting them of liftckednefs, reprefented 
them as dangerous to the State during that Minority, and foon influenc'd 
the Parliament- Men to lay hold of fuch fitppofed Agreements of the 
working Mafons , for making an Aft that might feem to refle ft Dijhonour 
upon even the whole worfhipful Fraternity, in whofe Favour feyeral Jiffs 
had been both before and pfier that Period made. 
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The Kings of Scotland very much encourag’d 
she Royal Art^ from the earlieft Times down ra the 
Vmon of the Crowns, as appears by the Remains of 
glorious Buildings in that ancient Kingdom, and by 
the Lodges there kept up without Interruption many 
hundred Years, the Records and Traditions of which 
teftify the great RefpeA of thofe Kings to this honour- 
able Fraternity, who gave always pregnant Evidence of 
their Love and Loyalty, from whence fprung the old 
Toaft among Scots Mafons, viz,. God bless the 
King and the Craft! 

Nor was the royal Example neglected by the No - 
kility. Gentry , and Clergy of Scotland, who join’d 
in every tiling for the good of the Craft and Brother- 
hood, the Kings being often the Grand efflafters, 
until, among other things, the Mafons of Scotland 
were impower’d to have a certain and fix’d Grand 
Mafier and Grand Warden , who had a Salary from 
the Crown, and alfb an Acknowledgment from every 
Neoo Brother in the Kingdom at Entrance, whofe Bufi- 
nefs was not only to regulate what might happen amife 
in the Brotherhood, but alfo to hear and finally deter- 
mine all Concroverfies between Mafon and Lord , to 
punifh the Mafon , if he defervd it, and to oblige both 
to equitable Terms; At which Hearings, if the Grand 
Mafter was abfent (who was always nobly born) the 
Grand Warden ptcfidQd* Tlris Frivilege rcmain’d till 

the 
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the Civil Wars, but is now obfoletc; nor can it well 
be revivd until the King becomes a Mafon, becaufe it 
! 2707. was not actually excited at the Vnm of the King* 

| doms. 

Yet the great Care that the Scots took of true 
Mafonry, prov’d afterwards very ufeftil to England ; 
for the learned and magnanimous Queen Elizabeth; 
i:- who encourag'd other Arts, difeourag'd thfc ; becaufe, 
being a Woman , (he could not be made a Mafon, tho\ 
as ocher great Women, (he might have much employ’d 
Mafons, like Semiramts and Artemi fia. * 

But upon her Demife, King James VI. of Scot- 
land facceeding to the Crown of England, being 
a Mafon King, reviv’d the Englijh Lodges ; and as he 
was the Ftrft King of Grea t-B r 1 t a in, he was 
alfo the Fir ft Prince in the World that recover’d the 
Roman Archite&ure from the Ruins of Gotbick Igno- 
rance: 


♦Elizabeth being jealous of any Affemblies of her Subjefft, whofe 
Bufmefs Jhe was not duly appsiz'd of, attempted to break up the annual 
Communication of Mafons, as danger rui to her Government : But ; as 
old Mafons have tranfmhted it by Tradition, when the noble Perfons hr 
Majejly had conmtffiomd, and brought a fuffitient Pojfe with them at 
York on St.JohnV Day, were once admitted into the Lodge, thiy 
made no ufe of Ami, and return'd the Queen a mofl honourable Account 
of the ancient Fraternity, whereby her political Fean and Doubts were 
difpell'd, and fie let them alone, as a People much vefpefledby the Noble and 
the Wife of all the polite Nations , but neglUled the An all her Reign. 
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ranee : For after many dark or illiterate Ages, as foon 
as all Parts of Learning reviv’d, and Geometry recover’d 
its Ground, the polite Nations began to difeover the 
Confufion and Impropriety of the Gothick Buildings ; 
and in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries the 
Augustan Stile was rais’d from its Rubbifh 
in Italy, by Bramante, Barbaro, Sansovino, 
Sangallo, Michael Angelo, Raphael 
Ur bin, JulioRoma no, Serglio, Lab a go, 
Scamozi, Vignola, and many other bright 
Archite&n but above all, by the Great V a lladio, 
who has not yet been duly imitated in Italy, though 
juftly rival'd in England by our great Mafter-Ma[on 
Inigo Jones. 

But though all true Mafcns honour the Memories 
of thofe Italian Archite<fbs, it muft be own’d, that the 
jlugufian Stile was not reviv’d by any crown’d Head, 
before King James the Sixth of Scotland, and 
Firft of E n g l a n d, patroniz’d the faid glorious Inigo 
Jones , whom he employ’d to build his Royal Palace of 
Wh ite-Hall; and in his Reign over all Great- 
Britain , the Banquet ing-House, as the firfl 
piece of it, was only rais’d, which is the fineft one 
Room upon Earth v and the ingenious Mr. Nicholas 
Stone perform’d as Mafter-Mnfon under the Archited: 

- , — ... ; — -- — — j 

Upon 
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Upon his Demile, his Son King Charles I. 
being alfo a Mufon, patroniz’d Mr. Jones too, and 
firmly intended to have earned on Ins Royal Father’s 
Defign of Wh t te-H a l l, according to.Mr. Jones's 
Scilc j but was unhappily diverted by the Civil Want* 
After the Wars were over, and the Royal Family re- 
fiord, true Mnfonry was likewife reftor’dj efpecially 
upon the unhappy Occafion.of t\\e Burning of London, 
jjnno 1 666 } for then the City-Houfes were rebuilt 
more after the Roman Stile, when King Charles II. 

founded 


* The Plan and ProJpeCt of that glorious Defign king jhtt prefetv'd, 
it is eftem'd by skillful Architects to excel that of any other Palace vt 
the known Earth, for the Symmetry, Firmnep, Beauty, and Conveniency of 
Architecture i -ns indeed all Matter Jones/ Defigm and Erections are 
Originals , and at firft View difeover him to be the Architect : Nay, bis 
mighty Genius prevail'd with the Nobility and Gentry of a# Britain, 
(for he was as much honour din Scotland as in England) to affeCt and 
revive the ancient Stile of Masonry, too tong neglected { as appears 
by the many curious Patricks of thofe Times, one of which JhaU be now 
mention'd, the leap, and' perhaps one of the fine}, the famous Gun. of the 
Phy/ic Garden m O xford, rais'd by Henry Dangers Earl 
of Dan by, which coP his Lordflup many hundred Pounds, arid is as 
curious a little piece of Majonry as ever was built there before or pace, with 
the flowing Jnfeription on the Front of it, viz. 


CLORLE DEI OPTIMI MAXIMI, HONOR! CAROLI REGIS, 
IN USUM ACADEMLE ET REIPUBLIC^, ANNO t6$t. 

HENRICUS COMES DANE?. 
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founded the pretent Sc. Paul's Cathedral in London, 
(the old Gothick Fabrick being burnt down) much after 
the Style of St. P e t e r's at Rome, conduced by the 
ingenious Architect, Sir Cn ristopher Wren. 
That King founded alfo his royal Palace at Green, 
wich, according to Mr. Inigo Jones's Defign (which 
he drew before hedy'd) conduced by his Son-in-Law 
Mr. Web: It is now turn'd into an Hofpitai for Sea- 
men. He founded, alfo Chelfea-Cotiege, an Hofpitai 
for Soldiers; and at Edinburgh he both founded 
and finifh'd his royal Palace, of Haly-Rood-House, 
by the Defign and Conduft of Sir William Bruce 
Bart, the Mailer of the Royal Works in Scotland:* 
So that befides the Tradition of old Mafcris now 
alive, which may be rely'd on, we have much reafon 
to believe that King Charles II. was an Accepted 
Free-Mafon, as every one allows he was a great Encou- 
rager of the Craftfmn* 

But in the Reign of his Brother King J a mes If. 
though feme Roman Buildings were carried on, the 
Lodges of Free-Mafons in London much dwindled into 
ignorance, by not being duly frequented and cultivar 

VV/c : • : . tedi 

* It was an ancient Royal- Palace, and rebuilt after the Auguftan 
Style, fo neat, that, by competent Judges, it has been efleem'd the fineft 

magnificent and convenient, both Jnfide and Outfide, with good Gardens, 
aitd a veriMrge Park+ and M other adjacemAccommodatmu 

' '..i f ..... 
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ted. But * after the Revolution, Anno Id88, King 
W r l l i a m, though a warlike Prince, having a good 
Taftcof Archite&ure, carried on the aforeiaia two fa- 
mous Hoipicab of Greenwich and Chelfea, built the fine 
■ ■ part 


London etefied the famous Monument, where the Great Fire began, 
ail of folid Stone, tot foot high from the Ground, a Pillar of the Derick 
Order, 1 1 Foot diameter, with a curim Stah~Q fe in the Middle of black 
Marble, and m iron Balcony on the Top (not unlike tbofe of Trajan and 
Antoninus at Rome) from whence the City and Suburbs may be 
view'd i and it is the highefi Column we know upon Earth. Its Pedettal 
is u Foot {quart, and 40 Foot high, the Front of which is adorn'd with 
moft ingenious Emblems in Baflo Relievo, wrought by that famous Sculp- 
tor* Mr. Gabriel Cibber* with large Latin Tnfiriptions on the Sides of it ; 
founded Aono 1*71* and finijtfd Anno r 677. 

In his Time ajfo the Society of Merchant Adventurers 
rebuilt the Royal Exchange of London ( the old one being de- 
ftrdfdbythe Fire) all of Stone, after the Romm Style, the finefi Struc- 
ture of that ufe in Europe* with the K'mg's Statue to the Life, of white 
Marble, in the Middle of the Square ( wrought by the famous Matter* 
Carver and Statuary, Mr. Grinlin Gibbons, who was juftly 
admir'd all over Europe* $1 bis rivalling, if not furpajfhig, the moft 
fam'd Italian Maflers) on the Pedeftal of which is the following hi* 
feription, viz. 


Caaolo IL CiCtAfci BriVannico- To Chahs* I?. Empiror op Britain 

Patal* Patai Fatnsb op rm Count** 

K.e com Optimo Ciamantiiumo AvcotTissmo Bs$t moit mwcifol and Auooit of Kings 
Gsmam* Homani Dbucijj Diet » gat op Mankind 

Uraiviqjj* Fortunes Victoai In Advjemitt and Paospsutv un mov’d 

Pacw Eoaops Aabitao Ummrb op Evaops’s PsAClt 

Maaivm Domino ac Vimdicl Commander and SoyneicN op tub Saa* 

Sdcibtas Mbmatobum Advbnivb. Anglia. Th*Socibtv op Mbackant Adventurra* op England 
Qua. par CCCC jam props anhos Wnich poa nsaa CCCC Ybaim 

&8CIA BbniOHITATK PXOSBT 8v ROYAL Fsvooa FtOVRIlHSTH 

Rob* J*t«jb»at^ *t GasmiroiHW wEtaana Op onsmaaah Loyalty and etsanal Gaatituob 
Hoc Tsstimomivm This Tsitimonv 

Vbnsrabonda Poioit Has m Vbmeration gRiergo • 

AtitiO Sawxis Hyi4AH.fi JdDCLXXXrV. in thb Year op Salvation MDCLXXXIV. 


Nor 
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part of his royal Palace of H a m p t on Co u rt, and 
founded and finilh’d his incomparable Palace at Loo in 
Holland, CSV. And the bright Example of tlmglorioue 
Trince, (who by moft is reckon’d a did in- 

fluence the Nobility y the Gentry^ the Wealthy and the 
Learned of G r e at-B r it a i n, to affeCt much the 
Jluguftan Style ; as appears by a vaft Number of moft 
curious Edifices erefted fince throughout, the Kingdoms 
For when in the Ninth Year of the Reign of our late 
Sovereign Qu e e n Anne, her Majeftymd the 'Portia* 
mnt concurr’d in an ACfc for erecting 50 new Tarijh- 
Churches in London^ Wejhniflfier, and Suburbs* and the 

Norjhould we forget the famous Theatre of Oxford, built 
by Archbilhop $hud on, at his foie Cofi y m that King's Time , 
which, among his other fine Works* was defign'd and conducted alfo by 
Sir Chriftopher Wren the Kings Architect j for it is juftty admir'd by 
the Curious : And the M usjeu m adjoining to it, a fine Building raid 
at the Charge of that illuftrious Uni ver si t y, where there haw 
been fince cveCtcd federal more Roman Buildings as Trinity-College 
Chappel, Allhallows Church fit High- Greet, Peckwater- Square w Chrift- 
Church College, the new Printing-Houfie, and the whole of Queen's- 
College rebuilt y &c. by the liberaH Donations of fome eminent Benefactors * 
and by the fublick Spirit, VigHancy, and Fidelity of the Heads of Colleges, 
who generally have had a true Tafie of Roman Archiee&nre. 

The learned University*/ Cambri doe not having had 
the Management of fitch liberal Donations , have not fo many fine Struc- 
tures s but they have two of the moft curious andemUent in Great-Britam 
of their kind, the one a Gothiek Building , K in oVCo t t sc s 
Ckappel (tmlefs you except King Henry VII.V Chappef ## Weft- 
mi«Gei*-Abbey)i and the other a T&itmg* 

CottEOE L ibrary* 

Pa 
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Q.o fi s N had granted a Commiftion to feveral of the 
Minifters of State , the principal Nobility, great Gentry, 
and eminent Citisuens, the two drchbifkops, with (eve* 
ral other Bifhops and dignify *d Clergymen, to put the 
Aft in execution ; they order'd the faid New Churches 
to be rais’d according to the ancient Roman Style, 
as appears by thofe mat are already rais’d ; and the 
prefent honourable Commiffmers having the feme 
good Judgment of Architecture, are carrying on the 
lame laudable grand ‘Defign, and are reviving the 
ancient Style, by the Order, Countenance, and Encou- 
ragement of his prefent Majefty itct £ bo^gb, 
who was alio gracioufly pleas’d to lay the firfi Stone 
in the Foundation of his Parifli Church of St. 
Martin’s in Campu, on the South-Eaft Corner (by 
his Majefty ’s Proxy for the time, the prefent Bijhop of 
Salisbury) which is now rebuilding, ftrong, large, 
and beautiful, at the Coft of the Tarifhioners.* 

In ihort, it would require many large Volumes to 
contain the many fplendid Inftances of the mighty 
Influence of Mafonvy from the Creation, in every Age, 

and 


* Tfje Bifhop of Salisbury went in an orderly Pmejfion, duly attended, 
and having levelTd the tfirft Stone, gave it two or three Knocks with a 
Mallet > upon which the Trumpets founded, and a vafi Multitude made 
loud Acclamations of jfoy* when his JLordihip laid upon the Stone a 

Purft 
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md in every Nation, as could be collected from. Hifi 
vorians and Travellers : But Specially in thole Pans of 
die World where the Europeans correfpond and trade, : 
fuch Remains of ancient, large, curious* and magnifi- 
cent Colonading, have been dilcover'd by the Inquifi- 
tive, that they can't enough lament the general Devat 
rations of the Goths and Mahometans i and mud con* 
dude, that no Art was ever Co much encourag'd as 

Put ft of too Guineas, at a Prefont- from bis Majefy for the life of the 
Craftfmen. The following Infcription woe cut in the Foundation Stone, 
and a Sheet of Lead put upon it, viz. 

D. & Sacked to Gob 

Sesenissimks Rex- Gtoaotvs His most Cxciu.bnt Majesty KnnsGtoaoa 

PtR DupuTAniM suum By his Proxy 

Reverbndvm admodumtn Christo Patrem Tub Riokt Reverend Father In Christ 
Richardum Episcopum SaRisbvriensem Richard Loro Bishop op Salisbury 
Summvm suum Eieemosynarium His Majesty's- Chibp Almoner 

Adsistsntb (Reois Jussu) Assisted (At His Majesties Command) 

Domino Tho. Hbwbt Equ. Atm. By Sir Thomas Hbwet Knight 

iEoiPiciOROM Reqiorum Cura tore Op His Majesty’s Royal Buildings 

Principal! Principal Surveyor 

Primum hujus Ecclesia Landem The First Stone op this Church 

Posutr Laid 

Martiji lp 0 Anno Dom. 173.1/ This 19 th op March Anno* Domini 1731 
Annoqub Reoni sut octrvq, And tub Ewura Year op m Rbion* 


this ; as indeed none other is fo extcnfivelv ufeful to 
Mankind * 

Nay, if it were expedient, it could be made appear, 
that from this ancient Fraternity the Societies or Or- 
ders of the Warlike Knights, and of the Religion* 
too, in procels of time, did borrow many (oleum 
Ufages } for none of them were better inftituted, more 
decently inftaird, or did more (acrcdly obfcrve their 
Laws and Charges than the Accepted Mafons have done, 
who in all Ages, and in every Nation, have main- 


tain'd 


_*/f were endlefs to recount and deferibe the many cur iota Roman 
Bmdmgt m Great-Britain alone, ereifedfmee the Revival of Roman 
mafonryj of which a few may be here mention'd, brides thole already 
fpoken of, viz, 4 4 

'the QusbnV Houfe at Greenwich, ■■■■— ■■» 

The great Gallery m Somcrfct-Gardcns, — - 

Gunncrsbury-Houfc near Brentford, Middlefex, 

Lindfay-Houfe in LincolnVlim-Fieldsr, ■ 

York-Stairs at the Thames in York- Buildings. 

Si. Paul VChurch ttt Covcnt-Garden, viitb its 
glorious Portico. 

The Building and Piazza of Covcnt*Garden, ««— • Duh of Bedford. 

^m® n ;^ le -“J Vil L lhitC ’ rr ' £»/ «/ Pembroke 

Came-Albbyrn Norrhamptonflure, — Earl of Strafford. 

Stoke-Park m ditto, — — - — 4 ■ 

Wing-Houle m BedfordOiire, 

Chevening-Houfo m Kent, - 
Ambrofc-Bury in Wiltibire, 


Belonging to the Crown* 

‘The Crown. 

fpoffeftd by the Duke of 
t Qucensbury. 

Duke of Aucafter. 


All defign'd by the incomparable Inigo 
them conducted by him,, or bt bis Son-in-Lai 
Mr. Jones's Defigm. 


Arundel Efyi 
Hon. Win. Stanhope Efo 
• Earl Stanhope. 
lord Carleton. 


Jones, and' moft of 
Law Mr. Web, according to 


happy &1 ° !her A,chHeSst to tie fame 

Bow-Church Steeple in Cheapfide, t— . Built bt Sir CUri 
Hotham-Houfe Beverley, Sorfcte. ™ 

r Melvin* 



rain'd and propagated tlieir Concernments in a way 
peculiar to themfelvcs, which the moft Canning and 
the moil Learned cannot penetrate into, though it has 
been often attempted; while They know and love one 
another, even without the Help of Speech, os when 
of different Languages. 

And now the Freeborn British Nations, 
diiintangled from foreign and civil Wars, and enjoying 
the good Fruits of Peace and Liberty, having of late 
much indulg’d their happy Genius fot Mafonry of 
every fort,, and reviv’d the drooping Lodges of London, 
this fair Metropolis flouriiheth, as well as other Parts, 
with feveral worthy particular Lodges, that have a 
quarterly Communication, and an annual grand jdjfemblt. 
wherein the Forms and Vfages of the moft ancient and 
worihipful 


Mclvin-Houfe in Fife, — * ■ Earl of Levin. 

LonglcatC’Houfc in Wikfbire, - ■«■■■ - Vfmnt Weymouth. 

Chefteriee-ftrect-Houfe in Durham County, — John Hedworth EM 
Montaguc-Houfc in Bloomsbury, London, — Duke of Montagu. 
Drumlanrig-Caftle in Nitliifdalefbire, — Duke of Queensbury. 
Caftfc-Howard in Yorkfliire, ... » . Earl of Carlifle. 

Stainborough-Houfo /» ditto, - ■■■■,. Earl of Strafford. 

Hopton-Caftlc in Lfnlithgowfhire, — . ... Earl of Hopton. 

B t b m h e t w-Caftlc at Woodftock, Oxford flmc, Duke of Marlborough. 
Chatfworth-Caftle in Derby (hire, .. ■ ■■ Duke of Devonshire. 

Palate 0/ Hamm ikon m Clydfdakfiiire, ♦, Duke of Hammilton. 

Wanftead-Houfe /» Epping-Foreft, Effex, LerdCaftlemain. 

Duncomb-Park in Yorkfhire, - Thomas Duncomb EM 

Mercworth-Caftlc m Kent, — - Hon. John Fane E/a; 

Sterling-Houfe near Srerlifig-Caftic, Duke of Argyle. 

Kinrofs-Houfc in Kinrofs&irc, » — — — j'rV William Bruce Bart. 

Stour ton-Caflic in Wiltfiurc, — ^Henry Hoar EM 

WillbuLy-Houfe in ditto, — William Bcnfon EM 

Bute-Caftle in Ifle of Bute, ■■■ — ■■ — Earl of Bute. 

Walpole-Houfe near Lin Regis> Norfolk, ./isiu Bob* Walpole Efti 

Burlington*, 
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worihipful Fraternity arc wifely propagated, and the 
Royal Art duly cultivated, and the Cement of the 
Brotherhood preferv'd; (b that the whole Body re- 
(embles a well built jtrch', feveral Noblemen and 
Gentlemen Of the beft Rank, mthCkrgymen and learned 
Scholars of moil Profeifions and Denominations, ha- 
ving frankly joind and fubmitted to take the Charges , 
and to wear the Badges of a Free and ^Accepted Mafon, 
under our prefent worth y Grand-Mafter, the mofi noble 
;jP R In C;®: John Vuke of Monta g u e. 

BurJington*Houfe in Pick&difly, Si. Jaraes*s> 5 » »• * 

Wi'Hminfter, ~JL — f ^»/ ButUngtoii. 

Dormitory of KingVSchool, Wefirainftcr, r the Cram. 

Tottenham* Park in Wiltlhire, J Litrd Bruce. 

Thefe three laft are defign'd and conduced by the Earl of Burlington, 
who bids fair lobe the beft Architect of Britain, (if he is not fo already) 
and, we hear bis Lordjhip intends to pubhfi the valuable Remains of 
Mu Inigo Jones, for the Improvement of other Architects* 

Befides more of the fame Roman Style, and yet many more in Imi- 
tation ofit, which though they cannot be reduc'd to any certain Style, are 
fiately, beautiful , and convenient Structures, notwithfianding the Mistakes 
of their feveral Architects : And befides the fwnptuom and venerable 
Gothick Buildings , pafl reckoning, as Cathedrals, Parifh-Churches, 
Chappels, Bridges, old Palaces of the Kings, of the Nobility, of the Bi- 
Jhops, and the Gentry, known well to Travellers, and to fucb as feruje 
the Hiftorm of Counties, and the ancient Monuments of great Families, 
&c. as many Erections of the Roman Style may be review'd in Mu 
Campbell the Archtre&V ingenious Book, calfd Vitruvius 
B a t t a n n 1 cu $: And if the Difpofition for true ancient Mafonry 
prevails, for feme time, with Noblemen, Gentlemen, and learned Men, 
(as it is tikely'it will ) this Island will become the Mistress 
of the Earth, for Defigning , Drawing, and Conducting, and capable to 
nfimi alt other Nations in all things relating to ike Royal Art* 
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The ancienc SCCUMMDjt of Lodges 

beyond Sea, and of thole in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, for the Ufc of the Lodges in London: 
to be read 

At die making of N e w Breth re N. or when the 
A/jd fltall order it. 
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The <$enevai J?ca&0, viz. 


FGoo and Religion. 

II. Of’che Civil Magistrate fupreme and 
fubordinate. 

III. Of L o do b s. 

IV. Of Masters, Wardens > Fellows, and Afh 
prentices. 

V. Of the Management of the Graft in working. 

VI. Of Behaviour, viz. 



t, In the Lodge while conjlituted ■; 

а. After the Lodge Is over and the Brethren not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without Sivangm, but not in a 

Lodge. ; ; - 

4. In Pxefence of Strangers not Mafm. 

5. At Homel and in the Neighbourhood. 

б . Towards a Jlrange Brother* 

' Gl . I. Qi#* 





I. Concerning God and Re 1 1 g ion. 

A Mafon is oblig'd, by hisTenure* to obey the moral Law $ and If he 
rightly underftands the Art,he will never he 4 ftupid 9t()Cl(!,nor an irre- 
ligious tfttttfue. But though in ancient Times Mafons were charg'd 
in every Country to be of the Religion of that Country or Nation* 
whatever it was, yet ’tis now thought more expedient only to oblige 
them to that Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their particular 
Opinions to themfelves j that is, to be good Men and true t or Men of 
Honour and Honefty, by whatever Denominations or Perfuafions they 
may be dHlinguiih'd 5 whereby Mafonry becomes the Center of Union, 
and the Means of conciliating true friendlhip among Perfons that 
muft have remain’d at a perpetual Difiance. 

II. Of the Civil Magistrate fuprem arid 

fubordimte . 

A Mafon is a peaceable Subjefc to the Civil Powers, wherever he 
reiides or works, and is never to be concern'd in Plots and Confpiracies 
againft the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor to behave himfelf 
undtttifolly to inferior Magiftrates 4 for as Mafonry hath been always 
injured by War, Bloodihed, and Confafion, fo ancient Kings and 
Princes have been much difpos’d to encourage the Craftfmen, becaufe 
of their Peaceablenefs and Loyalty whereby they practically anfwer’d 
the Cavils of their Adverfaries, and promoted the Honour of the 
Eratemity, who ever fiotirilh'd in Times of Peace. $0 that if a Bro- 
ther jhould be a Rebel againft the State, he is not to be countenanc’d 
in his Rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy Man * and, 
if convi&ed of no other Crime, though the loyal Brotherhood mud 
and ought todifown his Rebellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground, 
of political Jealoufy to the Government for the time beings they 
cannot expel him from the Lodge> and his Relation to It remains 
indefeafibie. 

mqf 



Ill Of Lodges. 

A IrfODc 6 is a Place where M afons aCTemble and work: Hence 
that Aflembly, or duly organiz'd Society of Mafons, is call'd a 
Lonoi, and every Brother ought to belong to one, and to be fub- 
to its By-Laws and the Gb nsr a t Reg v t a t io ns. It is 
either particular or general, and will be beft underftood by atren- 
ding it, and by the Regulations of the General or Grand Lodge 
hereunto annex'd. In ancient Times, no M after or Fellow could 
be abfent from it, efpedaliy when warn’d to appear at it, without in- 
curring a fevere Cenfure, until it appear'd to the Majler and War* 
dens, that pure Necelfity hinder'd him. 

The Perfons admitted Members of a Lodge mull be good and true 
Men, free-born, and of mature and difcreec Age, no Bondmen, no 
Women, no immoral or fcandalous Men, but of good Report* 

IV. 0/ Masters, Fellows, and apprentices. 

All Preferment among Mafons is grounded upon real Worth and 
pesfonal Merit onlyj that lo the Lords may be well ferved, the Bre- 
thren not put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft defpis'd: Therefore no 
Maftcr or Warden is chofen by Seniority, but for his Merit. It is impof- 
fible to deferibe thefe things in writing, and every Brother mull attend 
in his Place, and learn them tn a way peculiar to this Fraternity: Only 
Candidates may know, that no Majler ihould take an Apprentice, on- 
lefs he has fufScient Imployment lor him, and unlefs he .be a perfeft 
Youth, having no Maim or Defeft in his Body, that may render hint 
tmcapable of learning the Art, of ferving his Mafter's 1*0)0, and of being 
made a Brother, and then a Fellow-Craft in due time, even after he has 
ferved fuch a Term of Years as the Cuftom of the Country direftsfand 
that he ihould be defeended of honell Parents: that fo, when other- 
wife qualify'd, he may arrive to the Honour of being the War dbn, 
and then the Majler of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length 
the Gran »-M a s t a r of all the Lodges , according to his Merit. 

... .. - Q % - Nfr 
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No Brother can be a Warden until he has pafs'd the part of a. 
Fellow-Craft * nor a M a ster until he has a died as a Warden* nor 
Gram d-Wa r den un^il he has been M after of a Lodge , nor 
<£tymtr gaffer unlefs he has been a Fellow-Craft before his Elec- 
tion, who isalfo to be nobly born, or a Gentleman of the beft Fafhion, 
or fome eminent Scholar, or fome curious Architefl, or other Airlift* 
defcended of honeft Parents, and who is of Angular great Merit in the 
Opinion of the Lodges . And for the better, and eafier, and more ho- 
nourable Difc barge of his Office, the Grand-Majler has a Power to 
ehufe his own Deputy Grand-Master, who muft be then, 
or muft have been formerly, the Mafler of a particular Lodge* and 
has the Privilege of a&ing whatever the G a a n d-M a st e a, his 
Principal , ihould a&, unlefs the faid Principal be prefeht, or interpofe 
iris Authority by a Letter. 

Thefe Rulers and Govemors*fetprme and fubordmate* of the ancient 
Lodge , are to be obey’d in their refpedlive Stations by alt the Brethren, 
according to the old Charges and Regulations* with all Humility, Reve- 
rence,. Love, and Alacrity. 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in working. 
All Mafirn (ball- work honeftly on working Days, that they may 
Eve creditably on holy Days; and the time appointed by the Law of 
the Land, or confirm’d by Cuftom, Ihall be obferv’d. 

The moft expert of the PeUow-Craftftnen iHall be chofen or ap- 
pointed the Mafier* or Querfeer of the Lord's Work} who is to be 
call'd Ma st e r by thofe that work under him. The Crajifmen 
are to avoid all ill Language, and to call each other by no difobli- 
ging Name, but Brother or Fellow i and to behave themfelves cour- 
teously within and without the Lodge . 

The Mafler* knowing himfelf to be able of Cunning, fhall under- 
take the Lord's Work as reafonably as poffible, and truly difpend his 
Goods as if they were his own} nor to give more Wages to any 
Brother ov Apprentice than he really may deferve. 

Both the (jp&Qet and the Mafons receiving their Wages iuftly, jhall 
ha faithful to tbo£oft£ and honeftly finifii their Work, whether Task 
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or Journey \ nor put the Work to Task that hath been accuftom'd to 
Journey. 

None lhall difcover Envy at the Profperity of a Brother, nor 
fupplant him, or put him out of his Work, if he be capable to 
finiih the fame* for no Man can itniih another’s Work fo much 
to the Lfird's Profit, unlefs he be thoroughly acquainted with the 
Defigns and Draughts of him that began it. 

When a Fellow-Craftfman is chofen Warden of the Work under 
the M afier, he fhall be true both to Mafier and Fellow, lhall careful- 
ly overfee the Work in the Majler's Abfence to the Lords Profit j and 
bis Brethren (hall obey him* ^ ^ - 

Ail Mafins employ’d, lhall meekly receive their Wages without 
Murmuring or Mutiny, and not defert the Mafier till the Work 
is finiihU 

A younger Brother Stall be intruded in working, to prevent 
fpoOing the Materials for want of judgment, and for encreafing 
and continuing of Brotherly Low. 

All the Tools ufed in working Stall be approved by the Grand 
Lodge. 

No Labourer lhall be employ^ in the proper Work of Mafomy i 
nor Stall jTjee ^afonn work with thofe that axe not free, without an 
urgent Neceflicy; nor Stall they teach Labourers and unaccepted Ma- 
te, as they ihould teach a Brother or Fellow. 

VI. Of Behaviour, viz# 

r. In the Xohge while contHtttttb. 

You are not to hold private Committees, or feparate Convention, 
without Leave from the Mafier, nor to talk of any thing imperti- 
nent or unfeemly, nor interrupt the Mafier or Wardens , or any 
Brother fpeaking to the Mafier : Nor behave yourfelf ludkroufly or 
jeftlngly while the Lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn; 
nor ufe any unbecoming Language upon any Pretence whatsoever; 
... .. bu$ 



but to pay due Reverence to your Mafltr, Wardens, and Fellow/, and 
put them to woribfp* 

If any Complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty (hall (land 
to the Award and Determination of the Lodge, who are the proper 
and competent Judges of all fuch Controverfies, (unlefs you carry it 
by jippeal to the Granj> Loogb) and to whom they ought to 
be referr’d, unlefs a Lord's Work be hinder'd the mean while, in 
which Cafe a particular Reference may be made j but you muft never 
go to Law about what concerned Wlafowy , without an abfolute N*> 
ceflicy* apparent to the Lodge* 

2* TBeDablout afief the Lodo b; fr over and the Vcet^iett not gone* 

You rViay enjoy yourfelves with innocent Mirth, treating* one ano- 
ther according to Ability, but avoiding all Excefs, or forcing any 
Brother to eat or drink beyond bis Inclination, or hindering him from 
going when hisOccafions call him, or doing or faying any thing often* 
live, or that may forbid an eafy and free Convention i for that would 
blaft our Harmony, and defeat our laudable Purpofes* Therefore 
no private Piques or Quarrels muft be brought within the Door of the 
Lodge v far left any Quarrels about Religion , or Nation s, or State Pcttey, 
we being only, as Mafont > of the Catholick Religion above-mention'd $ 
we are alfo of all Nations , Tongues , Kindreds , and Languages and 
are refolv'd againft all poUttthO, as what never yet conduc'd to the 
Welfare of the Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has been always 
ftri&ly enjoin'd and obferv'd j but efpecially ever fince the Reformation 
in B a i t a i K, or the Diftent and Seceflion of thefe Nations from the 
Communion of R o m fit 

3*33t|Uttt0tlt when Brethren meet without Strangers, but nor in a 

SLobge totm'o. 

You are to falute one another in a courteous manner as you will 
be inftru&ed, calling each other Brother , freely giving mutual laftruc- 
tion as (hall be thought expedient, without being ovcrfecnor over- 
t lieaidi 



heard, and without encroaching upon each other, or derogating from 
that Hefpc# which is due to any Brother, were ho not a Mafon v for 
though all Mafom are as Brethren upon the fame Level, yet Mafonry 
takes no Honour from a Man that he had before j nay rather it adds 
to his Honour, efpedally if he has deferv'd weU of the Brotherhood, 
who mull give Honour to whom it is due* and avoid /// Manner!. 

4, ^tbnbiout in Prefence of Strangers not $)afon& 

You {hall be cautious in your Words and Carriage, that the mod 
penetrating Stranger dial] not be able to difcover or find out what is 
not proper to be intimated * and fometimes you ihall divert a Dif* 
courfe, and manage it prudently for the Honour of the worfityful 
Fraternity. 

TBejablOUC at Home, and in your Neighbourhood, 

You are to a& as becomes a moral and wife Man $ particularly, not 
to let your Family, Friends, and Neighbours know the Concerns of 
the Lodge, dye. but wifely to confuit your own Honour, and that of 
the ancient Brotherhood, for Reafons not to be mention'd here. You 
mud alfo confuit your Health, by not continuing together too late, 
or too long from home, after Lodge Hours are pad ; and by avoiding 
of Gluttony or Drunkennefs, that your Families be not negle&ed 
or injured, nor you difabled from working. 

6. 3ftb&${0Ut towards a drange Brother. 

You are cautioufly to examine him, in fuch a Method as Prudence 
ihall dire# you, ‘that you may not be impos'd upon by an ignorant 
falfe Pretender , whom you are to rejeft with Contempt and Derifion, 
and beware of giving him any Hints of Knowledge. 

But if you difcover him to be a truo and genuine Brother ± you are 
to refpe& him accordingly j and if he is in want, you mud relieve hint 
if you can, or elfe dircft him how he may be reliev'd j You mud cm- 
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ploy him fome Days, or elfe recommend him to be employ’d. But 
you ate not charged to do beyond your Ability, only to prefer a poor 
Brother, that is a good Man and true, before any other poor People in 
the fame Circumftances. 

Finally, All thefe you are to obferve, and alfo thofe 

that (hall be communicated to you in another way j cultivating 
BaoiHERtv-LovE, the Foundation and Gape-ftone , the 
Cement and Glory of this ancient Fraternity, avoiding all Wrangling 
and Quarrelling, all Slander and Backbiting, nor permitting others 
to (lander &ny honeft Brother, but defending his Character, and 
doing him all good Offices , as far as is confident with your Ho- 
nour and Safety, and no farther. And if any of them do you Injury, 
you mud apply to your own or his Lodge ; and from thence you 
may appeal to the G a a n o Lodg s at the Quarterly Communication, 
and from thence to the annual Grand Lodge, as has been the 
ancient laudable Conduit of our Fore. fathers in every Nations never 
taking a legal Com fe but when the Cafe cannot be other wife decided, 
and patiently liftning to the honeft and friendly Advice of Mafter and 
Fellows , when they would prevent your going to Law with Strangers, 
or would excite you to put a fpeedy Period to all Law-Suits % that 
fo you may mind the Affair of Masonry with the more Alacrity 
and Succefs ; but with refpeli to Brothers or Fellows at Law, the Majler 
and Brethren (hould kindly offer their Mediation, which ought to be 
thankfully fubnmred to by the contending Brethren j and if that Sub* 
million is impracticable, they muft however carry on their Pmefs , 
or Law-Suit , without Wrath and Rancor (not in the common way) 
faying or doing nothing which may hinder Brotherly Lease, and good 
Offices to be renew'd and continu'd ; that all may fee the benign In- 
fluence of M a so n r v, as all true Mafons have done from the Begin- 
ning of the World , and will do to the End of Tune . 

Sineii fo mote ft be. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

A Worthy Brother, learned in the Law> has communicated to 
the Author (while this Sheet was printing) the Opinion of 
the Great Judge Cons upon the AH againft Mafins, 3 Hen.Vh 
Cap. I. which is Printed fn this Book, Page $ j, arid which Quota- 
tion the Author has compar'd with the Original, m. 

Coki *s InJIitutet, third Part, EoL $9* 

The Cause wherefore this Offence was made Felony, is for that the 
good Courfe and Effeft of the Statutes of Labourers were thereby 
violated and broken. Now {fais my Lord Coke) all the Statutes 
concerning Labourers, before this AH, and wbereunto this AH doth refer, 
are repeal* d by the Statute of 5 Elia. Cap. 4. whereby the Caufe and 
End of the making of this Aft 1/ taken away j and confequemly this Aft 
is become of no Force or EffeH j for , ceflante ratione Legis, ceflat ipfa 
Lex: And the IndiHment of Felony upon this Statute muft contain that 
thofe Chapters and Congregations were to the violating and breaking 
of the good Courie and Effeft of the Statutes of Labourers} which 
now cannot be fo alledgd, becaufe tbefe Statutes be repealed* 7 herefore 
this would be put out of the Charge of Juftiees of Peace, written by 
Mailer Lambert, pag. 227. 

This Quotation confirms the Tradition of old Mafias, that this 
moil learned Judge really belong’d to the ancient Lodge, and was a 
faithful Brother. 
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Compiled firft by Mr. George Payne, 

Anno 1710, when he was and ap- 

prov’d by the Grand-Lodge on St* John Bapttft's 
Day, Amo 171 h at Stationer s- Hall* London; 
when the mofi noble Prince .John Duke of 
Mont ago was ^ ouir 

d5?atlb- fatter for the Year enfiung ; who chofc 
John Beal M. D. his Deputy Grand-Master s 
,5 Mr. Jofiah Vtlleneau ) were chofen by theLodge 
an (Mr, Thomas Morris* jm$G r a n d-Wa r d e n $. 
And now, by the Command of our faid Right 
WorJhipfttlG rand-Master Montagu, the 
Author of this Book has compar'd them with, and 
reduc'd them to the ancient Records and immemorial 
Vfages of the Fraternity, and digefted them into 
this new Method, with ieveral proper Explications* 
for the Ufe of die Lodges in and about London and 
Wefimmfter * 


HE <ftanR~§£ftf!er, or his Deputy, hath Authority 
and Right, not only to be prefent in any true Lodge* 
but alfo to prefide wherever he is, with the Mafter of 
the Lodge on his Left-hand, and to order his Grand* 
Wardens to attend him, who are not to a# in parti- 
cular Lodges as Wardens* but in his Prefence, and at 
his Commands becaufe there the Gran d-M aste r may command 

the 
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the Wmdm of that Lodge, or any other Brethren he pleated), to at- 
tend and && as his Wardens pro tempm* ' j 

ILThe Master of a particular Lodge has the Right and Autho- 
rity of congregating the Members of his Lodge into a Chapter at 
plcafure, upon any Emergency or Occurrence, as well as to appoint 
the time and place of their ufual forming: And in cafe of Sicfcnefs, 
Death, or neceifary Abfence of the Majter, the fenior Warden lhall 
a& as Mafter fro tempore, if no Brother is prefent who has been M after 
of that Lodge before ; for in that Cafe the abjent Mafter's Authority 
sevetts to the laft Mn/fev then prefent j though he cannot aft until the 
laid /Mr Warden has once congregated the Lodge, or in his nbfence 
the junior Warden. 

III. The Maftero f each particular Lodge, or one of the Wardens, 
or fome other Brother by his Order, lhall keep a Book containing 
their By-Laws, the Names of their Members, with a Lift of all the 
Lodges In Town, and the ufual Times and Places of their for- 
ming, and all their Tranfa&ions that are proper to be written. 

IV. No Lodge iball make more than Five new Brethren atone 
Time, nor any Man under the Age of Twenty-five, who muft be alfo 
bis own Mafters unlefs by a Difpenfation from the Grand-Majler or 
his Deputy. 

■y. No Man can be made or admitted a Member of a particular 
Lodge, without previous notice one Month before given to the (aid 
Lodge, in order to make due Enquiry into the Reputation and Capa- 
city of the Candidate t unlefs by the Difpenfation aforefaid. 

VI. But no Man can be entered a Brother in any particular Lodge* 
or admitted to be a Member thereof, without the unanimous Con font 
of all tbs Members of that Lodge then prefent when the Candidate is 
propos'd, and their Confent is formally ask'd by the M after i and 
they are to fignify their Co»/e»r or in their own prudent way, 
either virtually or in form, but with Unanimity: Nor is this inherent 
Privilege fubjefl to a Difpenfation* becaufe the Members of a particular 
Lodge are the beft Judges of it j and if afra&lmis Member ftiould be 
Impos’d on them, it might fpoil their. Harmony, or hinder their Free 
>■' Ha domi 
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dom i or even break and difperfe the Lodges which ought to be avoi- 
ded by all good and true Brethren, 

Vll. Every new Brother at his making is decently to cloath the 
Lodge, that is, all the Brethren prefent,and to depofite fomethlng for 
the Relief of indigent and decay’d Brethren, as the Candidate 
think fit to befiow, over and above the fmail Allowance dated hy 
the By-Laws of that particular Lodge ; which Charity (hall be lodg’d 
with the M after or Wardens, or the Cafhier, if the Members think 
fit to chufe one. 

And the Candidate lhallalfo folemnly promife tofuhmit to the Con* 
flitutiom ■, the Charges, and Regulations, and to fuch other good Ufages 
as (hall be intimated to them in Time and Place convenient. 

VIU. No Set or Number of Brethren (hall withdraw or fepa rate 
themfelves from the Lodge in which they were made Brethren , or 
were afterwards admitted Members, unlefs the Lodge becomes too nu- 
merous j nor even then, without a Difpenktion from the Grand* 
Mafter or his Deputy: And when they are thus feparated, they mud 
either immediately join themfelves to fuch other Lodge as they (hall 
like bed, with the unanimous Confent of that other Lodge to which 
they go {as above regulated ) or elfe they muft obtain the Grand* 
Mafier's Warrant to join in forming a new Lodge . 

If any Set or Number of Mafons (hall take upon themfelves to 
form a Lodge without the Grand-Mafter s Warrant, the regular Lodges 
are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair Brethren and du- 
ly form’d, nor approve of their Adis and Deeds » blit mud treat them 
as Rebels, until they humble themfelves, as the Grand-Mafter (hall in 
his Prudence dire#, and until he approve of them by his Warrant, 
which mud be fignify’d to the other Lodges, as the CuOom is when a 
new Lodge is to be regider’d in the Lift of Lodges . 

IX. But if any Brother fo far misbehave himfelf as to tender his. 
Lodge uneaiy, he (hall be twice duly admoniih’d by the Mafter or! 
Warden » in a form'd Lodge ; and if be will not refrain his Imprudence, 
and obediently fubmit to the Advice of the Brethren, and reform 
what gives them Offence, he (hail be dealt with according to the By. 
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Laws of that particular Lodge , or elfe in fuch a manner as the Quar* 
terly Communication fhall In their great Prudence think fit;, for which* 
new Regulation may be afterwards made. 

X, The Majority of every particular Lodge, when congregated, fhall 
have the Privilege of giving Inflmfime to their Mafter and tVdrdens, 
before the aflembling of the Grand Chapter , or Lodge , at the three 
Quarterly Communications hereafter mention'd, and of the Annual Grand 
Lodge too i becaufe their Mafter and Wardens are their Reprefenta* 
tives, and are fuppofed to fpeak their Mind. 

XU All particular Lodges are to obferve the fame Ufager as much 
as poflible I in order to which, and for cultivating a good Underftan- 
ding among Free-Mafons •, fome Members out of every Lodge fhall be 
deputed to villt the other Lodges as often as fhall be thought con* 
venient. 

XU. T he confifts of, and is form'd by the M afters and 

Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges upon Record, with the 
Gran d-M a s i e r at their Head, and his Deputy on his Left-hand, 
and the Grand-Wardens in their proper Places and muft have a 
Quart s-r ly* Communication about Michaelmas , Chrift- 
mas, and Lady-Day, in feme convenient Place, as the Grand-Mafter 
fhall appoint, where no Brother fhall be prefent, who is not at that 
time a Member thereof, without a Difpenfatfon ; and while he flays, 
he fhall not be allow'd to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without 
Leave of the Grand-Lodge ask’d and given, or unlels it be duly ask'd 
by the laid Lodge. 

AH Matters are to be determin'd in the Grand-Lodge by a Majo- 
rity of Votes, each Member having one Vote, and the Grand-Mafter 1 
having two Votes, unlels the faid Lodge leave any particular thing 
to the Determination of the Grand-Mafter, for the fake of Expedition. 

XIII. At the laid Quarterly Communication, all Matters that concern 
the Fraternity in general, or particular Lodger, or Angle Brethren, are 
quietly, fedately, and maturely to be difcours'd of and tranfafted : 
Apprentices muft be admitted Maftersund Fellow-Craft only here, un- 
lefs by a Difpenfation, Here alfo allDifferencw, that cannot be made 

up 
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up and accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge, are to be 
ftriouily contidered and decided: And if any Brother thinks himfelf 
aggrieved by the Petition of this Board, he may appeal to the annual 
Grand-Lodge next enfuing, and leave bis Appeal in Writing, with 
the Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, or the GrandWardem, 

Here alio the Mafter or the Wardens of each particular Lodge 
fiwii bring and produce a Lift of fuch Members as have been made, 
or even admitted in their particular Lodges tince the laft Communica- 
tion of the Grand-Ledge: And there Ihall be a Book kept by the 
Grand-Mafier, or his Deputy, or rather by feme Brother whom the 
Grand-Lodge (hail appoint for Secretary, wherein (ball be re* 
corded all the Ledger, with their ufual Times and Places of forming, 
and the Names of all the Members of each Lodge * and all the Affairs 
of the Grand-Lodge that are proper to be written*. 

They ihall alfo contider of the nioft prudent and e&flual Methods 
of collecting and difpofing of what Money Ihall be given to, or lodged 
with them in Chanty, towards the Relief only of any true .Brother 
tiiilen into Poverty or Decay, but of none clfe : But every particular 
Lodge ihall difpofe of their own Charity for poor Brethren, according 
to their own By-Laws, until it be agreed by all the Lodges (in a new 
Regulation) to carry in the Charity collected by them to the Gr a n d- 
L o d g ?, at the Quarterly or Annual Communication, in order tomiake 
a common Stock of it, for the more handforoe Relief of poor Brethren, 
They ihall alfo appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of good 
worldly Subftance, who ihall be a Member of the Grand-Lodge by 
virtue of his Office, and ihall be always prefenr, and have Power to 
move to the Grand-Lodge any thing, efpecully what concerns his 
Office. To him dull be committed all Money rais'd for Charity, or for 
any other Ufe of the Grand-Lodge which be ihall writedown in a 
Book, with the refpeaive Ends and Ufes for which the fevetal Sums 
are intended ; and (hall expend or disburfe the fame by fuch a certain 
Order fign d, as the Grand-Lodge (hall afterwards agree to In a new 
Regulation : But he ihall not vote in chufing a Grand-Mafier or War- 
den/, though in every other Tranfc&ion. As fo like manner the Seyre* 
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tiny lhallbe a Member of the Grand-Lodge by virtue of hit Office*; 
and vote in every thing except in chufing a Grand-Mofter o w Wardens. ' 

1 he Treafmr and Secretary ihall have each a CM % who tnuft be a 
Brother and Fellow-Graft, but never muft be a Member of the Grand- 
Lodge 9 nor fpeak without being allow'd or deftr'd. 

The Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy , (hall always command the 
Treafisree and Secretary) with their Clerks and Books, in order to fee 
how Matters go on, and to know what is expedient to be done upon 
any emergent Occafton. 

Another Brother (who muft be a Fellow-Craft) ihould be appoin- 
ted to look after the Door of the Grand-Lodgei but (ball be no 
Member of it, 

But thefe Offices may be farther explain'd by a new Regulation, 
when the Neceffityand Expediency of them may more appear than 
at prefent to the Fraternity. 

XIV. If at any Gu n d-Lo dce , Bated or occasional, quarterly 
or annual, the ®janD-{39afler and his Deputy Ihould be both abfent, 
then the prefent Mafter of a Lodge, that has been the longeft a Free- 
Mafon , fhall take the Chair, and prefide as Grand- Mafter fro tempore j 
and fhall be veiled with ail his Power and Honour for the time $ pro- 
vided there is no Brother prefent that has been Grand-Mafter former- 
ly, or Deputy Grand-Mafter ; for the laft Grand-Mafter prefent, or elfe 
the laft Deputy prefent, ihould always of right take place in the Ab- 
sence of the prefent Grand-Mafter and his Deputy. 

XV. In the Grand-Lodge none con a& as Wardens but the 
Grand-Wardens themfelves, if prefent; and if abfent, the Grand- 
Mafter, or the Perfon who presides in his Place, (ball order primate War- 
den to a& as Grand-Wardens po tempore , whofe Places are to be fup- 
ply*d by two Fellow-Craft of the fame Lodge , call’d forth to aft, or 
Cent thither by the particular Mafter thereof ; or if by him omitted, 
then they fhall be call’d by . the Grand-Mafter , that fo the Grand- 
Lodge may be always compleat. 

XVI. The Gran d-W a r d e ns, or any others, are firft to ad- 

vife with thrPepr/iy about the Affairs of the or of the Brethren^ 
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and not to apply to the Grsmd-Mafttr without the Knowledge of the 
Deputy , unlefs he refufe his Concurrence in any certain neceflary Affair* 
in which Cafe, or in cafe of any Difference between the Deputy and* 
the Grand-Wardens, or other Brethren, both Parties are to goby Con- 
cert to the Grand-Mafter, who can eafdy decide the Comroverfy and 
make up the Difference by virtue of his great Authority. 

The Grand-Mafter ihould receive no Intimation of Bufmefs concer- 
ning Ma/onr),but from his Deputy firft, except in fuch certain Cafes as his 
Worfhip can well judge of; for if the Application to the Grand-Majier 
be irregular, he can eafily order the Grand-Wardens, or any other Bre- 
thren thus applying, to wait upon his Deputy, who is to prepare the 
Bufmefs fpeedily, and to lay it orderly before his Worjhip . 

XVILNo <0iatUI-*©afl8t, Deputy Grand-MaRerfirand-WardenfJrea- 
furer , Secretary \ or whoever c$s for them, or in their (lead pro tempore, 
can at the fame time bo the Mafter or Warden of a particular Lodge s 
but as foon as any of them has honourably difebarg’d his Grand Office, 
he returns to that Poll or Station in his particular Lodge, Bom which/ 
he was call’d to officiate above. 

XVIII. If the Deputy G a a n d-M a s t e r be Bek, or neceffa- 
tiiy abfent, the Grand-Mafter may chufe any Fellow-Craft he pleafes to 
be his Deputy pro tempore: But he that is chofen Deputy at the Grand* 
Lodge y and the Grand-Wardens too, cannot be difebarg’d without the 
Caufe fairly appear to the Majority of the Grand-lfodge ; and the 
CftatUJ-$33afl«r, if he is uneafy, may call a G R a n d*L o dg e on pur- 
pofe to lay the Caufe before them, and to have their Advice and Con- 
currence : In which cafe, the Majority of the Grand-Lodge, if they 
cannot reconcile the pallet and his Deputy or his Wardens, are to con- 
cur in allowing the fgtoQet to difeharge his (aid Deputy or his faid War- 
dens, and to chufe another Deputy immediately; and the faid Grand- 
Lodge {hall chufe other Wardens in that Cafe, that Harmony and Peace 
may be preferv’d. 

XIX* If the ^janc^affee ffiould abufe his Power, and render him- 
felf unworthy of the Obedience and Sabjeftion of the Lodges, he 
iiall be treated in & way and maonerto be agreed upon in a new Regu*. 
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lation ; beeaufe hitherto the ancient Fraternity have had no occafionfar 
it, their former Gra kd-Ma st e as having all behaved themfelves 
!: worthy of that honourable Office* 

XX. The Grand- Mafter, with his Deputy and Warden /, ihall (at 
leaf! once) go round and ?ihc all the Lodges about Town during bi$ 
Mafterjhip. 

XXI. If the die during his Mafterjhip , or by Sick- 

nefs, or by being beyond Sea, or any other way fhould be tender'd iin- 
capableof difcharging his Office, the Devuty, or in his Abfence, 
the Senior G ran d-W a r d e n, or in his Abfence the -Junior , or in his 
Abfeoce any three prefent Mafters of Lodg es 9 (hall join to congregate the 
Grand- Lodge immediately, to advife together upon that Emer- 
gency, and to ftnd two of their Number to invite the laft G ran d- 
Master to refume his Office, which now in courfe reverts to him * 
or if he refufe, then the next tafl, and fo backward: But if no former 
Grand-Mafter can be found, then the Deputy ihall aft as Principal , un- 
til another ischofen; or if there be no Deputy , then the oldeft Mafter. 

XXII. The ’BtetDieil of all the Lodges in and about London 
and Weftminfter 9 Ihall meet at an An dual C o m m u n ic at i o n 
and Feafli in fome convenient Place, on Sir. J o h n Baptift's Day, or 
elfe Oil Sr. J o h n Evangel's Day, as the Grand- Lodge ihall think fie 
by a new Regulation , having of late Years met on St. John Baptift's 
Day : Provided, 

The Majority of the Mafter s and Warden r, with the Grand- Mafter , 
his Deputy and Wardens , agree at their Quarterly Communication, three 
Months before, that there ihall be a Feaft t and a General Communica- 
tion of all the Brethren : For if either the Grand-Mafter , or the Ma- 
jomy of the particular Mafters^ are againft it, it mutt be dropt for that 
Time. 

But whether there ihall be a Feaft for all the Brethren , or not, yet 
the ©?ano Lobge mull meet m fome convenient Place annually 
on St. John's Day* or if it be Sunday t then on the next Day, 
in order to chufe every Year a new G a a n d-M a s t b r, Deputy^ and 
Wardens. 
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XXIII. If it be thought expedient, and the Grand-Masts*, 
with the Majority of the Maflers and Wardens, agree to hold a Q n a k i> 
F e A'STj according to the ancient laudable Cuftom of Mafons, then 
the ®?Bnh-inil8?hEn0 Iball have the care of preparing the Tickets , 
feal’d with the GraneLMafter's Seal, of dilpoiing of die Tickets, of 
receiving the Money for the Tickets, of buying the Materials of the 
Feaft, of finding out a proper and convenient Place to feaft in j and 
of every other thing that concerns the Entertainment. 

But that the Work may not be too burthenfome to the two Grand- 
Wardens f and that all Matters may be expeditiouily and (afely mana- 
ged, the Grand-Mafter* or his Deputy, fbail have power to nominate 
and appoint a certain Number of Stewards, as his Wotfhip /hall think 
fit, to a& in concert with the two Grand-Wardens ; all things relating 
to the Feaft being decided amongft them by a Majority of Voices * 
except the Grand-Mafier or his Deputy interpofe by a particular Di- 
rection or Appointment. 

XXIV. The Wardens and ®teUiatO0 fhall,. in due time, wait upon 
the Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy , for Dire&ions and Orders about the 
Premi ffcsi but if his Worjhip and his Deputy are fick, or neceflfarilyab- 
fent, they /hall call together the Maflers and Wardens of Lodges to 
meet on purpofe for their Advice and Orders $ or elfe they may take 
the Matter wholly upon themfelves, and do the beft they an. 

The Grand-Wardens and the Stewards are to account for all the 
Money they receive, or expend, to the G rand- Lodge > after Dinner, or 
when the Grand- Lodge fiiali think fit to receive their Accounts. 

If the pleafes, he may in due time fummoit all 

the M after* and Wardens of Lodges to confide with them about orde- 
ring the Grand-Feaftt and about any Emergency or accidental thing 
relating thereunto, that may require Advice * or elfe to take it upon 
bimfelf altogether. 

XXV Tiie Maflers of Lodges Ihali each appoint one experienc'd 
and difereet Fellow-Craft of hts Lodge , to compote a Comm i tt s e, 
confiding of one from every Lodge % who /hall meet to receive, in a 
convenient Apartment, every Perfon that brings a Ticker, and ihali 

have 
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toe Power to difcourfe him, if they think fir, in order to admit him, 
or debar him, as they fitall fee caufe ; Provided they fend no Man away 
before they have acquainted all the Brethren within Doors with the 
Reafons thereof, to avoid Millaises* that fo no true Brother may be 
debarr'd, nor a falfe Brother, or mere Pretender, admitted. This 
Committee mull meet very early on St, John's Day at the Place, even 
before any Perfons come with Tickets. 

XXVI The G ra nd-Ma ster fiiall appoint two or more 
ttttfip to be Porters, or Door-keepers, who are alfo to be 

early at die Place, for fome good Reafons * and who are to be at the 
Command of the Committee , : : 

XXVII. The Grand-Wardem,ot the Stewards fitall appoint before- 
hand fuch a Number of Brethren to ferve at Table as they think fit 
and proper for that Work j and they may advifo with the Mafterssnd 
Wardens of Lodges about themoft proper Perfons, if they pleafe, or 
may take in fuch by their Recommendation* for none are to ferve that 
Day, but jfo and .accepted Mafons, that the Communication may be 
free and harmonious. 

XXVIII. All the Members of the Grand-Lodge mull be at the 
■place long before Dinner, with the Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, at 
their Head, who ihail retire, and form themfelves. And this is done 
in order, 

t. To receive any Appeals duly lodg'd, as above regulated, that the 
Appellant may be heard, and the Affair may be amicably decided be. 
fore Dinner, if pofiibte* but if it cannot, it mull be delay’d till after 
the new Grattd-Mafter is ele&ed j and if it cannot be decided after 
Dinner, it may be delay'd, and referr'd to* particular Committee, that 
fhall quietly adjuft it, and make Report to the next £$uuterty Commit- 
nicotian, that Brotherly* Love may bepreferv’d. 

3. To prevent any Difference or Difgtift which may be feared to wife 
that Day j that no Interruption may be given to the Harmony and 
Pleafure of the Grand Feast. 

3% To conlult about whatever concerns the Decency and Decorum 
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of the Grand-Affembly, and to prevent all Indecency and ill Manners, 
the Afiembjy being promlfcuous. ; 

To receive and confides of any good Motion, or any momen- 
tous and important Affair that fhall be brought from the particular 
Lodges, by their Representatives, the feveral Majlers and Warden*, 

XXIX. After thefe things are difeula'd, the ^jairtT*©a(!ec and his 
Deputy, the Grand-Wardens, or the Stmar, r dt, the Secretary, cbe'JVta- 
furer, the QerAs, and every other Perfon, (hall withdraw, and leave 
theMrjim and Wardens of the particular alone, in order to con- 
fute amicably about elefting a New Grawj-Master, or continuing 
the prefent, if they have not done it the Day before $ and if they are 
unanimous for continuing the frefini Grand-Mafier, his Worjhip ihall 
be call'd in, and humbly defir’d to do the Fraternity the Honour of 
ruling them for the Year enfuiug And ate Dinner it will be known 
whethei he accepts of it or not: For it ihould not be difeover’d but 
by the Eleflion itfelf. 

XXX. Then the M afters and Wardens , and all the Brethren, may 
converfc promifcuoufiy, or as they plcafetofort together* until the 
Dinner is coming in, when every Brother takes his Seat at Te&k, 

XXXI. Some time after Dinner the Granb-Lodgs is form'd, 
not in Retirement, but in the Prefence of. all the Brethren, who yet 
are not Members of it, and muRnot therefore fpeak until they are de- 
fied and allowed. 

XXXII. If the dJfaflWJKMIer of late Year lias confented with the 
Majler and Wardens in private, before Dinner, to continue for the 
Year enfuing; then one of the Grand-Lodge, deputed for that pur- 
pofe, jhall teprefent to all the Brethren his Wo as hi p’s good Govern- 
ment, &c. And turning to him, fhall, in the Name of the Grand- 
Lodge, humbly reejueft him to do the Fa a te rkitv the great Honour 
(if nobly bom, if not) the gmt Ktndnefs of continuing to be their 
Grand-Mafter for the Year enfuing. And his Worjhip declaring bis 
Confent by a Bow or a Speech, as he pleafes, the faid deputed Mens 
hr of the G&awi>Lod 0E fhail proclaim him .(PMMMkfc and 
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all the Members of the Lodge Jhall felute him in due Form. And all 
the Brethren ihall for a few Minutes have leave to declare their Satif- 
fa$ion, Pleafure, and Congratulation. 

XXXIII* But if either the Mafter and Wardens have not in private* 
this Day before Dinner, nor the Day before, defied the laft ®|anth 
to continue in the MafterJ&ip another Years or if he, when de- 
tfr’d, has not confentedi Then, 

The laft Gran d-M aster ihall nominate his Succeflbr for the 
Year enfuing, who* if unanimoufly approv’d by the Grand-Lodge^ and 
if there prefent,, ihall be proclaim’d, fainted, and congratulated the 
nrto ^nntr^adttf a^above hinted, and immediately Mail’d by the 
laft Grand-Mafter, according to Ufage. 

XXXIV. But if that Nomination is not unanimoufly approv’d, the 
fttw Grand-Mafter ihall be chofen immediately by Ballot^ e very M oftef 
snd Warden waiting his Man s Name, and the laft Grand-Mafter wri- 
ting his Man’s Name too j and the Man, whole Name the laft Grand* 
Mafter Ihall firft take out, caftmlly or by chance, ihall be Grand- 
Master for the Year enfuing j and if prefent, he ihall be pro-' 
claim’d, falutcd, and congratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith 
inftelf d by the laft Gmtd-Mafter, according to Ufage. 

XXXV. The laft Gkand-M aster thus continued, or thentfB 
G R A n d-M a ste r thus inftalfd, ibaU next nominate and appoint 
his Deputy Grand- Matter, either the laft or a new one, who ihall be 
alfo.decltr’d, fafucedand congratulated as above hinted. 

Hie ihall alfo nominate the new Grand. 

Wardens, and if unanimoufly approved by the Grand-Lodge , , 
ihall be declared, fainted, and congratulated, as above hinted * but 
If not, they ihall be chofen by Ballot , inthe feme way as the Grand • 
Mafter’ As the Wardens of private Lodges are alfo to be chofen by 
Ballot in each Lodge> ifthe Members thereof do not agree to their 
Mafter s Nomination. 

XXXVI. But if the Brother,* whom the prefent Grand* 
Mafter ihall nominate for his SucceJfor 9 or whom the Majority of the 
Grand-Lodge ihall happen to chufe by Ballot, 1^ by Sfcknds or other 
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ntccflary Occafion, abfent from the Graitd-Feafa he cannot be pro* 
claim’d the New Grand-Master, vtilefs the old Grand-Ma/ler, 
or fome of the Mafters and Wardens -of the ©lanWLQtlge can vouch, 
upon the Honour of a Brother , that the faid Perfon, fo nominated or 
chofen, will readily accept of the laid Office* in which cafe the ol 4 
lhall aft as Proxy, and (hall nominate the Deputy and 
Wardens in his Name, and in his Name alfo receive the ufuai Honours, 
Homage, and Congratulation. 

XXXVII. Then the ^anO-^aHtC lhall allow any Brother, FeUom 
C ¥a f T > ot Apprentice to (peak, dkefting his Difcourfe to his Wor/hip y or 
to make any Motion for the good of the Fraternity, which lhall be 
either immediately conliderd and Enilh’d, or elfe referr’d to the Con- 
sideration of the Grand-Lodge at their next Communication) Bated or 
oecafional. When that is over, 

XXXVIII. The Grand-Master or his Deputy, or fome Bra* 
ther appointed by him, lhall harangue all the Brethren, and give 
them good Advice : And lalUy, after fome other Tranfaftions, that 
cannot be written in any Language, the Brethren may go away or ftay 
longer, as they pleafe. 

XXXIX. Every Annual Gran d-L o do e has an inherent Power 
and Authority to make new Regulations , or to alter thefe, for the real 
Benefit of this ancient Fraternity .* Provided always that the old 
L an d-M arks be carefully preferv'd , and that fuch Alterations and 
new Regulations be propofed and agreed to at the third Quarterly Cow- 
mmication preceding the Annual Grand Feaft 5 and that they be 
offered alfo to the Perufal of all the Brethren before Dinner, in wri- 
ting, even of the youngeft Apprentice ; the Approbation and Confent 
of the Majority of all the Brethren prefent being abfolutely neceflary 
to make the fame binding and obligatory ; which rouft, after Dinner, 
and after the new Grand-Mafter is inftail’d, be Solemnly defir’d j as it 
was defir d and obtain’d for thefe Regulations, when propos’d 

by the G r a n d-L-o dg e, to about i jo Brethren, on St, John Bap- 
nJtsDay, 1711. ■ ■ 
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POSTSCRIPT- 

Here follows the Manner of conftitudng a fytXo 
* &08ge» as practis'd by his Grace the Duke of 
Wharton, the prefent BigbtWorJhifful 
3$&tktS> according to the ancient Ufages of Mafrn* 

A iaetd Lohge, for avoiding many Irregularities) ihould be fo- 
lemnly conftitutcd by die Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy and 
Wardens j or in the Grand-Mafter's Abfence, the Vepmy ihall aft for 
his Worjhip, and ihall chufe fome M after of a Lodge to aflGft him y or 
in cafe the Deputy is abfent, the Grand-Mafter ihall call forth fome 
Mafier of a Lodge to aft as Deputy pro tempore. 

The Candidates, or the new Matter and Wardens* being yet among 
the Fellow-Crafty the Gran d-Ma$t b r ihall ask his Deputy if be 
bas examin’d them, and finds the Candidate M tfler well skill’d in the 
noble Science md the royal Art, and duly inftrufted in our Myfteries, &c. 

And the Depay anfwering in the affirmative, he ihall (by the 
Gnmd-Mafler's Order) take the Candidate from among his Fellow^ 
and prefent him to the Grand-Majier$ faying, Right worjhipful 
Gran d*M aster, the Brethren here defire to be fam'd into anew 
Lodges and l frefint this my worthy Brother to be their Matter, whom 
l know to be of goodMorals and great Skill, true and tvufty, and a Lover 
of the whole Fraternity, where ftevtv* differs' d over the Face of the 
eattb. 

Then the Grand-Master, placing ^Candidate on his left 
Hand, having ask’d and obtain'd the unanimous Confent of all the 
Brethren, ihall. lay 1 1 conftitute and form theft good Brethren into a new 
Lodge, and appoint you the Matter of it, not doubting of yottr Capacity 
and Care to prefirve the Cement of the Loner, &c» with fome other 
Expreilions that are proper and ufual oa that Qccatton, but not proper 
lobe written, . 

Upon 
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Upon this the DrpwJylhall rehearfe the Charges of a Mafter t and the 
Gran d-M aster {hail ask the Candidate, faying, Do you fubviit to 
theft Charges, as Mailers have done m ail Agesl And the Candidate 
fignifying his cordial Submiffion thereunto, the ®&n&»§Da(!sc ihali, 
by certain lignificant Ceremonies and ancient Ufages, inftall him, and 
prelent him with the Confutations, the Lodge-Book, and the Ittftruments 
of his Office, not all together, but one after another ,* and after each 
of them, the Grand-Mafter , or his Deputy , {hall rehearfe the Ihort and- 
pithy Charge that is fuitable to the thing prefented. 

After this, the Members of this new Lodge , bowing all together 
to the Grand-Mafter , lhail return hi vWorffiip Thanks, and immediately 
do their Homage to their new M after, and. fignify their Promife of Sub- 
je&ion and Obedience to him by the ufual Congratulation, 

The Deputy and the Grand-Wardens, and any other Brethren pre- 
lent, that are not Members of this new Lodge , fcalj next congratu- 
late the new M after; and he (hall return his becoming Acknowledg- 
ments to the Grand-Master £fft, and to the reft in their 
Order. 

Then the Grand-Mafter defires the new Mafter to enter imme- 
diately upon the Exercife of his Office, in chiding his Wardens: And 
the New Master calling forth two Fellow-Craft, prefents them to 
the Grand-Mafter for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge for their 
Content. And that being granted. 

The fenior or junior Gran d-War de n, or fome Brother for him, 
{Hal! rehearfe the Charges of Wardens ; and the Candidates being fo- 
lemnly ask’d by the new Mafter, lhail lignify their Submiffion thereunto. 

Upon which theNew Master, prefenting them with the In- 
ftruments of their Office, (hall, in due Form, inftall them in their pro- 
per Places » and the Brethren of that new Lodge lhail Signify their Obe- 
dience to the new War dens by the ufual Congratulation, 

And this Lodge being thus eompleatly conftiruted, lhail be 
regifter’d in the Grand-Mafter $ Book, and by bis Order 
notify’d to the other Lodges* 


( 73 ) 

A P PRO BAT l ON. 

f Q>f t€O0 by the Confu/tons occa /Ton’d in the IDfttlffo 

and Boiman Wars, the Re W/ of Mafon r have been much 
vitiated,’the Free Mafons of England twice thought it necefla- 
ry to corre& their Constitutions, Charges, and Regulations i 
firft. in the Reign of King A t h e l s t a n the daffotr, and long after 
in the Reign ot King Ed wa r d IV. the Jf3,o?matt .■ And Whereas 
the old Conflimiont in England have been much interpolated, mangled, 
and miferably corrupted, not only with falfe Spelling, but even with 
many fa He Ms and grofs Errors in Hiftory and Chronology , through 
Length of Time, and the Ignorance of Tran[cribert t in the dark illiterate 
Ages, before the Revival of Geometry and ancient Architecture^ to the 
great Offence of allthe learned and judicious Brethren, whereby alfo 
the Ignorant have been deceiv’d. 

And our late Worthy , hit Gr*ce the Duke of 

Montagu, having order’d the Author to perufe, :orretf, and digefi, 
into a new and better Method, the Hiftory, Charge /, and Regula- 
tions, , of the ancient Prater nit vj He has accordingly examin’d 
fevera! Copies from Italy and Scotland , and fundry Parts of England, 
and from thence, (tho’ in many things erroneous) and from feveral other 
ancient. Records o (Mafons, he has drawn forth the above* written new 
Constitutions,* with the Charges and General &egu!at/on0» And 
the Author having ftibmitted the whole to the Reru/al and Corre&ions 
of the late and prefent Deputy Grand-Maflers, and of other learned 
Brethren j and alfo of the Mafters and Wardens of particular Lodger 
at their Quarterly Communication: He did regularly deliver them to 
the late Grand-Master himfelf, the faidDuKB of Montacu, 
for his Examination, Correction, and Approbation ! and His Grace, 
by the Advice of feveral Brethren , order’d the fame to be handfomeiy 
{printed fortheufe of the Lodges, t though they Were not quite ready 
lor the Prefs during his Maflerjiip. 

Therefore We, the prefent Grandmaster of the Right 
Worfhlpfu! and moft ancient Fraternity of Free and Accepted Mafons , 
the Deputy Grattd-Mafter, the Grand-Wardens, the Ma(lert and 
Wardens of particular Lodges (with the Content of the Brethren and 
Fellows in and about the Chics of L on don and W b s t m i n s t e r) 
having alfo perufed tbU Performance, Do join our laudable Prede- 
ceflors in our folenm Approbation thereof as what We believe will 
fully antWcr the End pVopofcd* all the valuable Things of the old 
Records being retain’d, the Errors in M/fer/aml Chronology corrected, 
the falfe Falts and the improper Words omitted, and the whole di- 
gefted in a new and Better Method, K And 


And we ordain That thefe be receiv'd to every particular Lodge un- 
der our Cognizance, as tire On tv C owst it vtions of Free ami 
Accepted Maforn amongft us, to bexead at the making of new Bre- 
thren, or when the Mafier Inall think fit * and which’ tire«a*e> Brethren 
Should perufe before they are made. 

Philip Duke of Wharton <Q$2anfci$)after, 

J. T, Desagul iers L. L. D. and F. R. S. 

Deputy Grand-Mafier. 

And the Maften and Wardens of particular Lodges, *vi& 

I*XI. Francis Earl of Dalkeith Mailer 


I. Thom a $ Mo r b i s, fen. Mailer. 

II. Richard Hail Mailer. 

III. JohnTvuner Mailer. 

itZ s S}^ 

IV* Mr. Georg eP ay nr Mailer* 
Stephen Hall M.X).X u/n . 

Frames SorellU q; J™***- 

V. Mr. Math. Birkheao Mailer. 

SSSfZ. *}•?*- 

VI. Wiuiam Read Mailer. 

VII. Henry B ransom Mailer. 

VIII. Maftcr. 

IX. Gr o r o e O w e n M. D. Mailer. 


X* 




Mailer. 


\lVardenu 


Capt. ... „ 

Col. 7 Tsomae Inwood 

XII. Jo h n Be ae M. D. and F. R, 8 
Mailer. 

Edward Pawlet Efqjl . 

Cin. k.Mv'Mq ; ■ 

XIII. Thomas Morris jtm. Mailer. 

XIV. T ho mas Ro s be Mailer* 

Thomas Grave? ... , 

Bray Latit W»*«- 

XV. Mr. John Shepherd Mailer. 

XVI. John Georges Eft» Mailer. 
Robert Gray Elq; ? ... , 

Charles Grywes Efq; y ^ ar( ^ nu 

XVII. James Anderson A. a 

The tiUtliOi of i/m 23aoU. $ Malter ‘ 
Gwiitft tf&Ujth&ft Efq; "F * 

Walter Greenwood EfqjJf *™ - r * 

XVIII. Th o m a $ H a r b i n. Mailer 

XIX. R o bert Cape tt Mailer. 

. .. 

XX. John Gorman Mailer* 





